Heritage Building Conservation Grant Program Guidelines

Approved by the Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia Board November 30, 2024.
Amended by the Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia Board September 27, 2025

Program Purpose:

To support the long-term preservation and vitality of Nova Scotia’s built heritage by providing
grants that assist owners of registered heritage buildings to maintain and restore their buildings
according to approved heritage conservation standards and guidelines.

Grant Terms:
e No grant may exceed 50% of total project costs.
e No grantee shall be awarded more than $3000 in Heritage Building Conservation grants

during any single calendar year.

Granting Cycle:

e Applications for grants will be due on March 31.

e  Work must be completed within two (2) years of the Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia
sending notification to the owner that the grant has been awarded.

e Funds will be disbursed upon the receipt of confirmation the work has been completed.

Applicant Eligibility:

To be eligible for a Heritage Building Conservation Grant, all applicants must meet the
following criteria:

e The property must be located in Nova Scotia

e The property for which funding is sought must be registered as a heritage property at
one or more levels of government, or must be in the process of being designated, with
the application already received by the relevant branch of government.

e All types of properties are eligible, with the following exceptions:

o Properties owned by any level of government are excluded unless the property
is leased to a registered nonprofit society that is partially or totally responsible



for building maintenance.

o Properties that are assessed entirely for commercial purposes under the
Assessment Act of Nova Scotia are excluded unless the property is owned by a
registered non-profit society.

e Application packages must be complete and include items listed in the application
requirements, as well as the application form.

Project Eligibility

Eligible projects include:

e restoration of/repairs to exterior elements of a registered heritage building, or landscape
features, such as fences, walls or gates which form part of the original, documented
heritage value of the property

¢ building conservation assessments prepared by a qualified professional.

e Projects must adhere to the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Heritage
Properties in Canada.

e Projects must use materials and designs contemporaneous to the original construction of
the structure.

e  Work or Assessments may not have commenced before approval of funding.

Evaluation Criteria:

Nature of the Work:

This criterion considers the extent to which the proposed work will contribute to the
restoration and long-term conservation of the structure:

e Structural repairs needed to ensure the integrity of the building is not
compromised (Very High Priority)

e Work necessary to ensure the integrity of the building envelop, such as repairing
leaking roofs, cladding or repointing of masonry (High Priority)

e Repair/Restoration of Character-Defining Building Features (Medium Priority)



e Repair/Restoration of Character-Defining Site Features (Low Priority)

¢ Ongoing maintenance that is the normal responsibility of the owner such as
painting (Low priority)

e (Conservation Assessments (Low Priority)

Approach:

This criterion assesses the degree to which the proposed project adheres to best practices as
outlined in the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Heritage Properties in
Canada. This document can be found here:
https://www.historicplaces.ca/en/pages/standards-normes.

Application Requirements:

All Applications must include the following:

e Evidence that the applicant meets the Program Eligibility Criteria.

A written description of the proposed project for which funding is being sought.

e A total budget for the project, including a minimum of one contractor estimate

e The amount of funding is being sought from the Trust with an indication of how the
remainder of the project cost will be funded.

e A project timeline for project completion.

Applications for Restoration/Repair Projects:

In addition to providing evidence of program eligibility, applicants seeking funding for
restoration/repair projects must include the following:

e A description of how the proposed project will meet the requirements laid out by the
Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada.

e [fapplication is from a tenant, a letter from the property owner confirming that the
property owner has granted the tenant authority to apply for the grant and conduct the


https://www.historicplaces.ca/en/pages/standards-normes

work.
e Recent photographs of the exterior of the structure, with close-ups of the areas of work
for which the grant is applied, as well as historical photographs, if available.

e Drawings and plans of the proposed work, if available.

Applications for Grants for Conservation Assessments:

In addition to providing evidence of program eligibility, applicants seeking funding for
building conservation assessments must include the following:
e Documentation showing that the professional conducting the Assessment is qualified to
undertake the project.

e A description of how the Conservation Assessment with will assist in the continued
conservation of the structure.

Disbursal of Funds:

e Funds will be disbursed upon receipt of confirmation the work has been completed by the
Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia via email or paper mail. Confirmation for
restoration/repair project includes but is not limited to, before and after images of the area
where work was conducted, receipts for materials and labour. Funds for building
conservation assessment reports will be disbursed upon receipt of the final report and
contractor invoices .

e Funds will be disbursed by cheque or e-transfer, as agreed between the grantee and
Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia. All cheques and e-transfers will be issued only to the
organization under its official name; no payments will be issued to individuals associated
with the recipient organization.

Acknowledgment Guidelines:

Grant Recipients are required to acknowledge the financial assistance of the Heritage Trust of
Nova Scotia. Logo can be provided on request by emailing contact@htns.ca or calling 902-423-
4807
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