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New President’s message s o ecuo

Talk about jumping in with both
feet! Your new President has been
deep in ongoing heritage concerns
all summer.

The Church of England Institute
Building (the old Khyber Building)
on Barrington Street is still the
concern of the Steering Committee.
We have had two meetings with
Mayor Ducharme this summer to
brief her. Present with us was Mr.
William Roberts who moved into
the Khyber shortly after we had
moved our office there on March 1.
He has been associated with Eye
Level Gallery and hasalse worked
with NSCAD.

Under his leadership, other
tenants in the building associated
with the media and the arts have
formed themselves into a non-profit
organization to found an arts centre.
They have been fund-raising as well
as cleaning and repairing the
building. Mayor Ducharme seemed
very impressed with the state of the
building after visiting it August 10.

We have contacted Brian
Cuthbertson, Head of Heritage
Section, Department of Municipal
Affairs, in order to start provincial
designation of the building before
the City sells it.

In the old Deed of 1886 there is
a “Right to Light” clause regarding
the alley-way between the City Club
and the Church of England Institute
building. We have had a friendly
meeting with representatives of the
Neptune Theatre to discuss the
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south wall of the Church of England
Institute, which—with the present
development plan for Neptune—
will cover cover two-thirds of its
length..

It is a well-known fact that
heritage crises occur in the summer.
This summer was no exception. In
late June the Trust was alerted to the
vulnerability of the Merkle Mansion
on Brunswick Street. This building,
beside Hope Cottage, is known
more familiarly as the Youth Hostel.
After buying it in 1992, and with
many ups and downs, the owner
wants to demolish this municipally-
designated heritage building. On
July 28 , I made a presentation to
City Council explaining the
significance of this building. Not
only is it very important
architecturally, it was also the home
of the first President of the Merchant
Bank, which later became the Royal
Bank of Canada. James Merkle was a
wealthy German Protestant who
owned large tracts of land in the
North End. He was descended from
a soldier in the First Blockhouse of
Halifax. The Council voted to table
the problem of the Merkle House,
which left us no further ahead.

As a result of my remarks, MITV
interviewed me the following week.
Also that week we got in touch with
the owner through our lawyer, Mr.
Ronald Pink; the owner has given
the Trust until September 23 to come
up with a solution to the dilemma.

However, two nice things

concerning heritage happened this
summer: on July 1st a plaque was
unveiled at the waterfront to
commemorate Pier 21, where
thousands of immigrants entered
Canada to become new citizens,
and on August 13 the Heritage
Trust was present to see Her
Majesty The Queen unveil the
plaque designating Province House
a National Historic Site,

If the summer is any indication
of what lies ahead this season, the
Trust will need all the help it can
get. Plan to get involved as a
volunteer or serve on a committe or
bring in a new member.
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Betty Pacey and Alvin Comiter
Nimbus Publishing
Price: $30.00

Betty Pacey's latest book, with
beautiful photographs by Alvin
Comiter, is now on sale at local
bookstores or through the
Heritage Trust office at 1588
Barrington Street.
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