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Searching for the Rockingham Inn, 1994 s, o 5. wiians

Prince Edward, Duke of Kent, spent just six years as commander of the kings's forces in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick. In that time, he left a lasting mark on the architecture and character of Halifax. In addition to
fortifications he is remembered by such landmarks as the Town Clock (a monument to his concern for punctuality),
the Music Room overlooking Bedford Basin and Saint George’s Church. As this article shows, his zeal for
improving the fortifications and amenities of the area spread beyond the City—AW

In October 1994, a small scale
archaeological investigation was
carried out on a 19th century inn site,
located 10 km north of Halifax on the
western shores of the Bedford Basin.
The building, known as the
Rockingham Inn, orginally formed
part of a barracks complex erected in
1795 by Price Edward, Duke of Kent,
to house two companies of his
regiment, the 7th Foot, or Royal
Fusiliers. The barracks stood on the
edge of an estate belonging to the
governor of the province, Sir John
Wentworth, which had been ceded to
Prince Edward in 1794 for use during
his stay in Halifax. Although his
sojourn in Nova Scotia was short
(1794-1800), he also had an elaborate
country home and formal gardens
constructed on the property.

In 1800, following Prince
Edward’s return to England, the
property was returned to Wentworth.
Short of money, he converted one of
the barracks into an inn (and a
guardhouse into stables). For the
next decade or so, the inn became
home to the Rockhingham Club, a
men'’s dining club whose members
included many of Halifax’s most
influential military, civilian and
church leaders. Little is known about
its activities and, with the exception
of the archaeological resources, all
that remains to remind us of its

existence are a number of portraits by
Henry Field. These are believed to
have been commissioned for the club

and were hung on the walls of the
inn. After the demise of the

Prince Edward, Duke of Kent

Rockingham Club in 1814 (although
there was a brief revival in 1818) the
inn continued to serve the local
community until its destruction by
fire in 1833.

Despite its high profile, little is

known about the physical form of the
Rockingham Inn or of the barracks
which preceded it. No plans or
drawings have been located,
although records show that Prince
Edward’s preferred practice for the
construction of barracks included the
use of colonnades or piazzas.
Moreover, there are no suggestions of
how the barracks were converted nor
of what alterations may have been
made before its destruction in 1833.
The objectives of the project were
therefore quite straightforward:
1. to establish what remained of the
principal structure
2. to gain an idea of its dimensions,
layout, orientation and
construction (including if
possible recovery of data
pertaining to alterations made to
the barracks during the
conversion of the structure into
an inn
3. to recover artifactual evidence of
its use, both military and
domestic, and
4. torecover evidence of its final
destruction
The main excavation focussed on a
depression (approximately 7.5 by 12.5
metres) oriented roughly NW by SE.
19th century sources showed this to
be the most likely location of the
main building. Part of an
Continued on page 8


















Remembering World War II

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the end of the Second World
War, Heritage Canada has produced a splendid poster. It shows a
painting of the 1943 Quebec Conference by artist Reginald Hubert
Rogers which hangs in the Canadian War Museum in Ottawa.

This painting captures the moment in 1943 when three wartime
leaders, William Lyon Mackenzie King, Prime Minister of Canada;
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, President of the united States; and
Winston Churchill, Prime Minister of Great Britain; met in Quebec
City to discuss military strategy. This conference reflected a
turning point in the war. At this meeting, the leaders confirmed the
Allied commitment to a cross-Channel invasion in the European

Theatre of War.

In the painting, the three leaders sit under the flags of their
respective countries on the terrace overlooking the Saint Lawrence
River, with the Chateau Frontenac in the background and a

dramatic sky overhead.

Accompanying the poster, which is primarily aimed at school
children, is a Teacher's Guide which explains the historical
background and symbolism of the painting. This project was paid
for in part by the Royal Canadian Legion.

If you know any teachers or youth leaders who might be
interested in using this material to teach young Canadians about
this critical period of our history, tell them to contact:

Betty Pacey

Nova Scotia Representative,
Heritage Canada.

6269 Yukon Street,

Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3L 1E9.
Tel and fax: (902) 423-3576.
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Heritage concerns in Bridgewater (Reprinted from the Lighthouse)

Bridgewater Heritage and Historical
Society has suggested a rehabilitation
of LaHave Street, between Aberdeen
Road and Davison Drive might be a
“lasting inheritance” to
commemorate the town’s 100th
birthday in 1999.

“ A vestige of the prettiness of the
LaHave River could be utilized” with
restoration work on the block which
contains the first house in
Bridgewater and the former home of
the town’s second mayor", said Doug
Burgess, chairman of the society.

The Ramey house, at 553 LaHave
Street is believed to be the oldest
house in the town. It was built
around 1800. The Fraser House, at
529 LaHave Street, was the second
mayor’s home. It was constructed in
1852.

The heritage society also believes
that there are several historically
significant homes built after the great
fire of 1899 located on this section of
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LaHave Street.

If a proper rehabilitation of the
street is not possible, the society feels
a controlled commercial area could be
developed where building exteriors
are retained and only the interiors be
developed for business use.

The heritage society comments
came in the wake of a town council
decision to hold a public meeting on
the future of the west side of the
block. The meeting was requested by
Councillor Richard Lord who wanted
assurances the town is doing all it can
to preserve the LaHave River front.

Councillor Lord called for the
public meeting after businessman
Ron Bullen requested his property at
559 LaHave Street be zoned
commercial from its present
residential designation.

District planner Madelyn LeMay
said council could consider amending
the designation of all the properties
along this street to a general

commercial from a residential zoning.

The heritage society has called for
public participation when the public
meeting is held on the future of this
block of land between the town’s old
and new bridges.

The society claims many of the
town’s historical structures have
fallen to the wrecking ball, including
the railway station, roundhouse,
Acadia Gas Engine Company, the
Avon Theatre, the Belmont Hotel and
the Davison Lumber Company.

“Can we afford the chance of a
similiar fate happening to more of
Bridgewater’s history?” asks Mike
Smitherman, heritage society
secretary.

“There is a possibility they (the
historic properties) could disappear if
the re-zoning for 559 LaHave Street
proceeds unimpeded,” said Mr.
Burgess.
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