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The Acadian—Louisiana connection

It might seem a long way from Nova
Scotia to Louisiana, but there has
been a strong connection between the
two since 1755, and an Acadian
influence underlies much of the
architecture of the Cajun area. Our
March speaker, architect Terry Smith-
Lamothe, knows whereof he speaks—
he was born and raised in Louisiana
of Cajun and Louisiana parentage.
Terry first took us on a short
historical ‘ethnic tour’ of the
Mississippi Delta area from the
original French colonisation, through
the Spanish, Creole, Caribbean,
African, Canadian and Anglo-
American incursion. This fascinating
collection of peoples creating what
he calls a “cultural jambalaya—spices
cooked in a thick roux of ever-present
French”. Building styles changed
slowly; instead of working from a
set of architectural plans, builders
tended to pass their technique on

Creole cottage at Vermillionville, Louisiana. The type of house
Acadians built when they arrived from Nova Scotia or France.

from one gener-
ation to the next,
but no matter
what the design,
certain character-
istics were
common to all.
Dealing
specifically with
the Acadian pro-
totype which
developed into a
sort of ‘Louisiana
Vernacular’, Terry
showed how the
basically French
Canadian type of
building was
adapted to the il the 1930s.
This is hot and humid, with abundant
rain distributed throughout the year,
hot summers, mild winters, and high
winds during thunderstorms and
hurricanes. There
was frequent
flooding in times
of torrential
rainstorms despite
the natural levées
formed by silt
carried down from
g4 the high ground
and upper reaches
which settled out
to form a ridge
along the river
banks. So houses
were raised off the
ground on pillars
of brick or cypress
wood, lifting the

A classic "Cajun” cottage. This style appaed among the
Acadian or "Cajun” population of Louisiana in the early 1800s
and became a prototype. Most Cajun homes followed this pattern

by Doris Butters
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building above flooded or damp
ground and out of reach of most
crawling insects and vermin. The
space created also allowed clear
passage of air underneath the house,
aiding ventilation of the interior.
Inside the houses, cross-
ventilation was ensured by aligning
doors and windows opposite one
another. Many large, high, narrow
windows and doors opened up the
'skin’ of the home to every current of
air. When open, the casement-style
windows exposed their full area to
the breeze. High ceilings allowed hot
air to rise and be drawn off through
the tall windows, while transoms
ventilated the levels nearest the
ceiling. However in the earliest days
when log cabins had only small
windows, the logs were often left
Continued on page 4





















Something Old, A exhibition of Saint George’s Church
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Something New
by Doris Butters

and the Lieutenant Governor’s Design
Awards in Architecture, 1995

The March 11 Parish Viewing of
Something Old, Something New in the
Nova Scotia Centre for Craft and
Design, proved—for me at least—to
be a most interesting afternoon. This
exhibition included photographs of
Saint George’s Church and line
drawings of the proposed
restoration. Co-sponsors of the
exhibition, the Nova Scotia
Association of Architects also had on
display large, beautiful photographs
of the 1995 prize winning projects of
the Lieut. Governor’s Design Awards
in Architecture. Coupled with the
photographs were notes on the
importance of built heritage and the
need for appropriate and sensitive
restoration.

Of great interest to me was the
section on history—Halifax’s unique
inheritance of round structures: the
Martello Tower, the Citadel Clock
tower, Prince’s Lodge at Rockingham
and St. George’s Church— all four
reflecting the architectural taste of

Prince Edward, Duke of Kent, who
enjoyed a six year sojourn in Nova
Scotia as Commander of His
Majesty's Forces. I particularly
enjoyed the pictures of old paintings
and early photographs of how Saint
George’s and Halifax evolved as part
of Halifax’s ‘cityscape’.

But the most riveting section was
the heart-breaking colour photo of
the flames tearing through Saint
George’s and pouring from the dome,
and next day’s vista of charred and
fallen timbers. One gentlemen I
spoke with told me that he has a copy
of the burning church photo fastened
inside the front door of his home—a
picture which creates a disturbing
and lasting impact on anyone closing
the door. An older man, taken to
Saint George’s as a five year old
when his family first arrived from
England, showed me how the young
culprits who started the blaze had
entered the building before the
disaster.

From the Whatnot shelf—continued from page 3

and within the department. To
mark Heritage Day on February 20,
Education and Culture Minister John
MacEachern said he was particularly
proud to make the announcement.

In Nova Scotia the Cultural
Affairs Division is part of a new
Heritage and Culture Branch within
the Department of Education and
Culture. The Heritage and Culture
Branch, headed by Candace
Stevenson as Executive Director,
includes the former Museums Branch
and the Cultural Affairs Division,
and has responsibility for liaison on
administrative matters with the Art
Gallery of Nova Scotia and the Public
Archives of Nova Scotia.

Books, books, books

The Cultural Affairs library collection
is to be relocated and shared by :
Halifax City Regional Library, the
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Killam Library of Dalhousie
University, and the Nova Scotia
College of Art and Design. For more
information call: Gillian Webster,
Department of Education and
Culture, 424-7734.

The Federation of Nova Scotian
Heritage (FNSH) collection of
reference books and related material
has also been moved. The Federation
office is no longer suitable to house
the collection and the Board is
negotiating with the Nova Scotia
Museum to integrate the Federation
library with the Museum'’s.

In the meantime, the collection
has been moved to the Maritime
Command Museum located at
Canadian Forces Base Halifax in the
north end. For details call 427-8250.
For an up to date list of available
material contact the FNSH office: 423-
4677

A great deal of work went into
putting together this exhibit and in a
short address, thanking Mr. John
Crace for his efforts in co-ordinating
the exhibition and Trust member
Peter Latta who curated it, the Rev.
Gary Thorne, Rector of Saint George’s
asked for our continuing efforts and
prayers for the success of the
Restoration Campaign. Saint
George’s WILL rise again - there
seems little doubt of that!

Following the presentation of a
Saint George’s sweatshirt to Mr.
Crace, by the Rector’s young son,
Andrew, the guests adjourned for
home made treats, coffee and tea in
the back office, a room with a double
sink—and a working bath!

In Memoriam

It is with deep sorrow that we
announce that Shirley Blakeley
died April 18 at the Victoria
General Hospital. Shirley (1) and
her sister Phyllis (r), were founder
members of Heritage Trust of
Nova Scotia. They are seen here
in a photograph taken in 1979
when Phyllis received the Order
of Canada. There will be a full
obituary in the next edition of The

Griffin.
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