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This report was not available for the June
AGM, so we share it with members now.
Advocacy is a tough row to hoe, but
luckily for me, in the Trust there is a
very strong and able crew to help
with the job. Last June, when I
accepted as President, I said that one
cannot do everything alone and
asked everyone to help—so many of
you have made this year easier.

We now need two Vice-
Presidents to handle the
increasingly complex role the
Trust is playing. After 35 years
of determined effort in the field
of heritage, Trusters have earned
the excellent reputation-they
enjoy through their integrity and
tenacity. ~ Our Finance Vice-
President Barbara Watt, and her
committee, have been re-shaping 'm
the structure and policy of our
financial position.

Paul Erickson, our Heritage
Vice-President, is a vigilant
wachdog and the Trust’s strong
right arm. For a year he has
guided the Black Educators
through the avenues open to
them in their interest in the
Merkel House. They now have in
their hands a feasibility study
prepared by George Rogers, a former
president. Stephen Townsend, a
Trust member, through his firm
Domus Real Estate, has been most
supportive the past year in his efforts
to interest people in the building. In
February Paul and I asked him to
show Marc Denhez and two of his
restoration contractor friends, over
the building. All three were

impressed—this on a Sunday.

In July the time is up for the City
to find a way to prevent the
demolition of the municipally-
registered Kelly Building on
Granville Street. Paul and Betty
Pacey made a strong representation
to the City’s Committee of the Whole
and stopped the City from
demolishing it in April. The Trust is
lucky to have such strong workers.

HTNS board members visit a threatened streetscpe
in Bridgewater

We’ve had our ups and downs
with the Church of England Institute
building—in just one year so many
have worked so very hard. Doug
Day drew up a working report which
we presented to Mayor Ducharme.
We had a feasibility study done by
Harry Jost of Delta Four, which
persuaded the Steering Committee to
support the arts group under Bill
Roberts. We invited both Mayor
Ducharme and Mayor Fitzgerald to

visit the building. All councillors
were invited. The first presentation
by Bill Roberts to buy the building for
a dollar was turned down by the City.
But the Art Centre Project group’s
second proposal six months later in
April, was accepted by 11-1 and
surprised everyone including our
ACP friends.

“Our” building is now in the
hands of the Art Centre Project; they
have a three-year lease for one
dollar a year, and the Trust is
represented on their board. They
are coping with the Fire Marshall,
a leaky roof, and Neptune’s plans
~ to envelop our south wall.

Thanks also to to Pam Collins
and Nina Konczacki—their
initiative and imagination has
made this a veryinteresting year.

Our most recent job of
advocacy has been our efforts to
help the Bridgewater Heritage
and Historical Society who are
trying to save a short streetscape
of heritage buildings beside the
river. One is 200 years old.

The devastating fire at Saint
George’s Round Church saw the
Trust appealing to members for
donations to restore the church. It
was a successful effort on our part
and a learning exercise for
SaintGeorge's—we were glad to be
able to help Anne West, a member of
the Board, in this endeavour,

The Carleton House still attracts
our interest. It has a new little
restaurant called “The Vinaigrette”—
excellent cuisine—oui! oui! And the

Continued on page 17















Message from the Friends of the r

Public Gardens

The Halifax Public Gardens

Proposal |
Meeting September 25

| Promoters of a commercially-viable |

| ® turn the project over to private

restaurant in the Halifax Public 5
Gardens have been busy this \
summer meeting with civic leaders "
and others in an effort to hammer |
home the need for such a privately |
owned facility with access to
Spring Garden Road.
The Friends of the Public
Gardens argue that any alterations
or improvements made to the
existing ‘canteen’ should be done
by the City itself and that the entire
operation remain firmly in public
hands. |
A letter sent to the city’s
Heritage Planning Committee by
FPG'’s Bill Plaskett commented in
detail on the three options
proposed by City staff:
improve existing facilities and
keep control;

enterprise and get locked into a
long-term lease; or
e reconstruct the Pavilion in
another part of the Public
Gardens with ‘substantial
private sector support.”
FPG hopes City Hall will take up
the first option—restore the
structural integrity of the old
canteen building which might ‘
include a modest ‘tea room’ and at
the same time retain the storage i
facilites now utilized by the city
gardeners. And, above all else,
retain public control.
At an emergency meeting of
the Heritage Planning Committee
on August 7, it was agreed that a
public meeting to discus the three
options proposed by staff would be |
held on September 25. No further
details were available at press time. |
FPG president Alan Ruffman

| has advised members to get their

presentations together. He will
return to Halifax September 11 for

| the FPG board meeting on the 12th. |

This is an Important Meeting - ‘

| Call Dan Norris at City Hall for ‘
Time, Place and Details.
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City Rambles, by Garry Shutlak
Hallfax Public Gardens. The Main Entrance or Pavnllon

Tearoom 1889 (Notman photo 16417)

With all the discussions and debate
concerning a restaurant or tea room
in the Public Gardens, this article will
briefly recall the edifice which
performed this function over 100
years ago. In 1889 it was decided by
the Gardens Commission to remove
the now dilapidated skating
rink...”that old eyesore will be a
thing of the past and a new structure
will take its place. It will be a grand
entrance.”

The new building on South Park
Street was designed by architect
Henry Busch and built by contractor
Charles Ward at a cost of over $3,000.
One storey high, the wooden
building was 70 feet long by 26 feet
wide. “In the centre a handsome
pair of gates bearing the City’s coat

of arms will close the archway, 16 feet
wide and 21 feet high. The north
wing of the building will contain a
restaurant opening on the gardens,
the large windows sliding up and
leaving the counter exposed to view.
A ladies’ room completes the
arrangements. The south wing
contains offices, meeting rooms, etc.
At each corner of the building is
located an octagonal turret containing
ticket offices. At the rear of the
building there is a semi-circular
veranda supported by 12 columns.”

Nearly 20 years later, the gates
were removed and located at the
corner of South Park Street and
Spring Garden Road, at the same time
a new iron fence was erected around
the gardens. The entrance was later
demolished and the site levelled and
cultivated.

In 1984 the Public Gardens was
designated a site of National Historic
Interest by the Historic Sites and
Monuments Board of Canada, as one
of “the rare surviving Victorian
Gardens in Canada.”

In keeping with this designation,
any restaurant or tea room placed on
the gardens should be located on
South Park Street, not springGarden
Road, perhaps in a building of similar
design to that briefly described above
so that the integrity of our “Victorian
Gardens” is maintained.

Public Gardens gates 1908
(Notman photo 16417)
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Provincial Rambles

The Fairview Hotel, Bridgewater
by Garry D. Shutlak

The Fairview Hotel site, 25 Queen
Street, Bridgewater, dates to 1863.
Originally built by John L.Dodge, it
was enlarged and altered several
times over its long history. On
January 9, 1916, it was destroyed by
fire; the owner, W.E. Awalt estimated
the loss at somewhere over $15,000.
In May 1916, Rupert Newcombe
was awarded the contract to erect a
new hotel on the old site. “Designed
by the Boehner Brothers of West
LaHave, the new structure is a square
with a large wing on the right, three
storeys high. It contains generous

Registration Form

Supper, Stories, Shanties...
Thursday, Nov.16/95

Make cheque payable to Heritage
Trust of Nova Scotia

Please send registration form by
November 11 to:
Mrs.L.W.Collins,

6446 Liverpool St.,

Halifax, N.S.. B3L 1Y4
Tel.455-6093

Name

Address

Postal Code

Phone

Number of persons

Amount enclosed
($20 per person)

Indicate choice of pizza
1. Plain Cheese

2. Vegetarian

3. Sausage,Mushroom,Green
Pepper

4. The Works
or

5. Spaghetti and Sauce
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barber shop, a large dining room and
a smaller one, lavatories and the
private apartments of the
proprietor’s family. There are 33
bedrooms, four with private baths
and 13 with running water”.

In commemoration of the grand
opening, September 22, 1916, Mr.
Awalt allowed the IODE to fund
raise for patriotic purposes. It cost 10
cents for admission to the hotel, 25
cents for supper and 25 cents for

cards and dancing. Unfortunately,
the local newspaper, the Bulletin,
does not comment on the success of
the fund raiser.

Since 1987, the hotel has been
owned by Jules and Frances Dufour,
who have spent their time renovating
and rehabilitating it. We hope that
Trust members who next visit
Bridgewater will visit this venerable
hostelry, one of the oldest continuing
businesses in the town of
Bridgewater.

Bridgewater Super Service Station
by Garry Shutlak

One of the more delightful 20th
century buildings in the Town of
Bridgewater is the Super Service
Station at the corner of York and
Dufferin streets.

Designed in 1931 by ]J.T. Leveque
of the firm of Leslie R. Fairn, archi-
tect, it was described by the Bridge-
water Bulletin on its opening as “very
pretty and artistic and an ornament to
the locality, [it] makes a bright spot at

From the 1932 Nova Scotia Relief
Map and Directory

night where it is usually dark.” It
was built by M.A. Condon and Sons,
contractors of Kentville.

Unfortunately, a few years ago
the station was closed by Petro-
Canada and its future is uncertain.
One of the worst aspects of current
urban and rural development is that
we are losingthese artistically
designed buildings to their modern,
mediocre kin.
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