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The Ladies’ Seminary at Acadia University, Wolfville, %j‘ectionately known as "Sem”. Photo Alvin Comiter for "Landmarks:

Historic Buildings of Nova Scotia” (Nimbus, 1994) by El

Part 1: The proposed threat

By Wendy Elliott

“Sem” is the most venerable building on the Acadia

University campus. It was also a threatened one this

spring. The Wolfville university was planning a $3

million expansion and renovation to the 1878 structure.
The addition of 150 new students and 10 faculty

members to the School of Education next fall as a result of

Continued on page 2

izabeth Pacey and Alvin Comiter.

Part 2: The negotiated solution

by Elizabeth Pacey

At its March 25, 1996 meeting the Board of Trustees of

Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia unanimously voted to

appeal the Wolfville Town Council’s decision to the

provincial Utilities and Review Board. Subsequently, the

legal process was launched by Trust lawyer Ron Pink on

behalf of the co-appellants, the Heritage Trust of Nova
Continued on page 2



Seminary House: continued from front cover

Part 1: continued

university rationalzation prompted
the expansion. Funds to carry out the
scheme have been made available by
the provincial government provided
they are used for renovation of
Acadia’s existing buildings. Asa
result Seminary House and
Emmerson Hall, both municipally
designated buildings, were scheduled
for renovation.

It was the 94 residents of the top
two floors of the old, wooden Sem
who first raised alarm bells about the
renovations. A co-ed residence now,
Sem with its unique heritage features
seems to inspire strong attachments.
The current house president
Alexandra Lucas is the third
generation in her family to call Sem
home. The students were concerned
about the possible loss of interior
charm in favour of utility.

The proposed project included an
elevator, metal stairwell, new doors
and windows, and closing in a
unique third-floor feature know as
the light ‘well’. It also included the
addition of a 20 ft 'by 60 ft classroom

addition at the back of the building
and a smaller side addition.

On March 19, the issue was
raised at a well-attended public
hearing. The Town Council then
approved all aspects of the project

Negotiation results
In win, win
situation—HTNS

success!

except for the side "box" addition
which it felt would detract from the
front levation of the structure.

Part 2, continued

Scotia and the Wolfville Historical
Society. However, in order to avert a
lengthy legal process, the two
heritage groups offered to negotiate
with Acadia University in an effort to

Parks Canada
P.O. Box 9, Annapolis Royal,
N.S., BOS 1AO.

March 21, 1996

Dear Sir,

A recent note in your publication
about Fort Edward National
Historic Site in Windsor has been
forwarded to us. This note
indicates that Parks Canada wants
the town of Windsor and the West
Hants Historical Society to ‘take
over’ Fort Edward. The actual
situation is somewhat more
complicated. The responsibility for
the site remains with Parks Canada.
The West Hants Historical Society
entered into a contractual
arrangement with Parks Canada for
the summer of 1995 to provide the
interpretive services on site. The
use of the Armories for a display

Mailbox

was negotiated by the Historical
Society with the Department of
Defence.

Parks Canada is indeed
interested in local participation at
national historic sites. Heritage
Trust Nova Scotia may be
excellently placed to provide advice
to local groups interested in
participating more fully in the
decision or management of national
historic sites in their area. Each
situation and national historic site is
unique and requires that it be
examined individually.

We look forward to continued
interest by the heritage community
about the management and future
of our national historic sites.

Sincerely,
Lillian Stewart
Area Superintendent

minimize the damaging effects of the
proposed alterations to the historic
Ladies' Seminary Building. Acadia
accepted the offer, and “negotiation
day” dawned on April 25, 1996. The
large team of negotiators for Acadia
was led by President Kevin Ogilvie;
the heritage team was Paul Erickson,
Elizabeth Pacey and Philip Pacey for
Heritage Trust and Ed Murphy and
Jim Doig for the Wolfville Historical
Society.

After Acadia offered to retain the
panelled interior doors, about five
hours were spent discussing the
“bones of contention”. In the end, the
negotiated settlement included the
retention of three of the four original
interior staircases as well as the
skylight and architectural
components of the “well” beneath it.
Editors’ note: What a wonderful example
of negotiation and co-operation. Thanks
to the hard work-of many people,
especially Betty Pacey, Paul Erickson and
Philip Pacey, HTNS co-operated with a
local heritage society (the Wolfville
Historical Society) to negotiate a reprieve
for many of the important heritage
features of "Sem”. On behalf of all
HTNS members, I thank those who gave
so much time and energy to this very
successful project.

A quarterly magazine published
by Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia.

Deadline for the next issue
of The Griffinis

August 1, 1996
Submissions to:
Doris Butters, Editor
Apartment 2211,
1333 South Park Street, Halifax,
Nova Scotia, B3] 2KO9.
or Phone/Fax: 422-6286
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Province offers alternative compliance for heritage buildings

David F. Garrett, MRAIC

An important step forward is about to
be taken in the re-use and
preservation of heritage buildings in
Nova Scotia with the adoption of a
new set of amendments to the
provincial building code. The
amendments are titled “Alternative
Compliance Methods for Existing
Buildings” and are based on the
British Columbia Heritage Building
Code. They address 35 sections of the
National Building Code (NBC)
dealing with items such as fire
separations, fire resistance ratings,
mezzanines, openings through floor
assemblies, corridors, exits, doors,
windows, mechanical systems, etc.

The purpose of these methods is
to achieve as comparable a level of
life safety in heritage and other
existing buildings as is required
under the NBC for new construction,
but in a simpler and less intrusive
way. The trade-off for the majority of
these methods (26 of 35) is that a full
sprinkler system be incorporated into
the building, if one is not already
present. Still, this is a significant
advance in the re-use of existing
buildings.

With minor limitations, these
methods apply to all existing
buildings, including heritage
buildings. However, there is one very
important allowance given only to
registered heritage buildings
(provincial or municipal) or any
building within a registered heritage
district. That is, these buildings may
undergo any change in “Occupancy”
(institutional, commercial, residential
etc.) in making renovations and still
use the alternative methods. Non-
registered buildings undergoing a
change in occupancy in making
improvements may use the
alternative measures only if the
change is to an occupancy with a
reduced fire hazard risk (e.g.
residential to commercial rather than
vice-versa). This means that older
commercial buildings may be
converted to residential uses using
the alternative methods.

The “Alternative Compliance
Methods for Existing Buildings”
document is an easy-to-read,
relatively short (16 pages), graph-
style document with alternative
measures given adjacent to current

NBC requirements. This document is
part of a larger set of amendments to
the provincial building code due to
be enacted this summer. A copy of
the draft document is available from
the Department of Municipal Affairs
at the address given below. Anyone
involved in the renovation and
preservation of heritage and other
existing buildings should familiarize
themselves with this document.

Considerable credit and
appreciation is due to Jack Leedham
(former Assistant Director within the
Department of Municipal Affairs and
now retired) for being very
responsive in generating this
document and to Ted Ross (current
Building Code Co-ordinator in the
Department of Municipal Affairs) for
carefully nurturing it through an at
times difficult review process.
The address is:

Municipal Services,

Department of Municipal Affairs

P.O. Box 216, Halifax,

NS B3] 2M4.

Bridgewater Church Designated

In November 1995, a special service
and plaque unveiling was held in
Bridgewater to commemorate the
municipal heritage designation of
Holy Trinity Anglican Church. Holy
Trinity, “...was recognised because of
its age and architecture...a beautiful
building” said Bridgewater’s Mayor,
Ernie Bolivar.

Holy Trinity Rector the Reverend
John Clarke believes that the
designation demonstrates the
parishioners’ dedication to
maintaining heritage buildings...”It
was their ancestors who made the
effort to build a church here”, he
says.

Construction of the Church
began in October 1855, only to be
destroyed in a December gale. It
began again the following year
during the tenure of the Reverend
Henry DeBlois, the first resident
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clergyman at Bridgewater, and on
February 22,1857, Holy Trinity
opened for Divine Service.

In 1889, a gallery was removed to
make way for a bell tower, and at the
same time the small chancel was
replaced with a larger one, stained
glass windows were installed in the
new edifice, and the interior
renovated. The Casavant organ, built
in 1902 and still in use, was
completely restored in 1959. Pulpit,
brass lectern, brass cross, baptismal
font, altar and windows have been
added over the years.

“It is an opportunity for us to
celebrate our heritage, but more than
that, it’s always been our teaching
that the church isn’t the building, it’s
the people who are gathered, the
people who make up the community,
and we celebrate that heritage as
well”, said the Reverend Clarke.

From an article by Theresa
Hawkesworth, Lighthouse staff, in The
Bulletin and The Progress Enterprise,
Wednesday, November 1, 1995).

Access to the new Regional
Municipality—real or
imaginary?

A panel discussion featuring Valerie
Spencer, Commissioner of Policy and
Planning, HRM Councillor Howard
Epstein, Frank Palermo, Chair of
Planning, TUNS.
North Branch Library
2285 Gottingen Street, Halifax
7:30 pm, Wednesday, June 12

Sponsored by CPAC/NS. The
discussion will be followed by the
Annual General Meeting of CPAC/
NS. All are invited to attend.
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Clockmaker’s Inn, Windsor, designated

The 102 year old King Street home of
Veronica and Dennis Connolly has
become the first private residence in
Windsor to be designated a Nova
Scotia Heritage Property. Veronica is
currently on the Board of Heritage
Trust, and has been an active
member of the society for many
years.

The house was built in 1894 by
Scotch Village contractor Robert H.
Canavan for the son of wealthy sea
captain and business merchant,
Robert Curry, who occupied it until
his death in 193. His widow,
Cornelia, lived there until 1946.

For the next ten years the house
served as the Windsor Manor
nursing home. Purchased by David
and Esther Allbon in 1956, the
carriage house was converted into a
printing shop. Then, in 1978 the
Connollys bought the house and
renamed it The Clockmaker’s Inn.
They have operated it as a bed-and-
breakfast since 1985.

This Second Empire style house
has a distinctive mansard roof, 24
rooms and five open fireplaces, and
at the turn of the stairway a large,
elaborately designed stained glass
window. The floor in the main
hallway is intricate parquet using
three woods, the design being
continued on the steps and wains-

Hydrostone District

At its final official meeting in
March, the former Halifax City
Council exempted the Hydrostone
District in the North End of the city
from changes to a zoning by-law
that would have allowed
unsympathetic alterations to more
than 300 town homes in the
district.

The Hydrostones were built in
the aftermath of the 1917 Halifax
Explosion and are widely regarded
as the first successful example of
public housing in Canada.
Recently, they were declared a
National Historic Site. Council is to
be congratulated on taking this
wise action in the interest of
heritage preservation
Paul Erickson, Vice-President.

Photo Alvin Comiter for "Landmarks: Historic Buildings of Nova Scotia” (Nimbus,

1994) by Elizabeth Pacey and Alvin Comiter.

coting. Originally most of the rooms
contained paintings by George Lyon
of Falmouth; some are still there.

(The Connollys participate in Windsor’s
annual Christmas Homes Tour. When I
visited, this lovely home provided a
wonderful setting for a creative Victorian
12 Days of Christmas theme. Ed.)

Architectural Comments:

The Clockmaker’s Inn is a large wood
frame structure in the French
Chateau, Second Empire Style which
originated with Napoleon IIl's
addition to the Louvre in the 1850s.
Often referred to locally as the French
Style, it became a popular idiom for
both public and large residential
buildings in Canada during the latter
part of the 19th century.

Typical elements of this style are
the curved Mansard roof profile; the
symmetrical facade with large
entrance tower; the cast iron roof
cresting (rarely surviving in N.S.
examples); and the use of curved or
oval forms in the decorative program,
e.g. round-headed dormers, other
round-headed windows in the tower
and the segmental arch of the
entrance to the verandah.

The essence of the Clockmaker’s
Inn is captured by an observation on
the Second Empire style in Canada:
“...builders in the Atlantic Provinces
instinctively grasped the picturesque
quality of the style and interpreted it
with a whimsy that one rarely finds
elsewhere in Canada.” (Abstracted
from the Hants Journal, Jan. 24, 1996)

Student
Family
Senior Couple

HEeRITAGE TRUST OF NOVA SCOTIA

Membership dues for the period January 1 to December
31, 1996 will be sent out early in the new year. Don't
forget to mail your cheque to our new postal address:
P.O. Box 36111, Halifax, N.S., B3] 3S9.

$5  Single $15
$20 Senior Citizen $10
$15 Group $25

Life Membership  $500
To enquire about your membership, call (902) 423-4807
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Old Town Lunenburg - World Heritage Site

Old Town Lunenurg, colonized in
1753 by German and French-
speaking Protestants to counteract
the Acadian influence in Nova Scotia,
is now on the list of United Nations
World Heritage Sites.

What impressed the UNESCO
judges was not only how well
preserved the architecture is in the
Old Town, but how the town site
itself still follows the gridlines laid
out by the founders—six divisions of
eight blocks rising steeply from the
harbour and containing perhaps 400
houses—though the town has spread
beyond these parameters.

The original settlers were
described by the founding governor
of the town, Charles Lawrence, as an
‘inconceivably turbulent” and
unmanageable group, but this
rebellious streak probably helped
give the new community its strength
as they built their wooden homes in
what was then wilderness.

There are eight houses in the Old
Town built in the ‘coulisse’ style—
wooden frames infilled with adze-
hewn planks. The oldest may be
al760s house (57 York Street) which
measures only six feet from ground
to lower roof line, has a staircase
around the chimney and some of the
original shakes. A better preserved
house, on Pelham Street, exudes age
from under its once-thatched gambrel
roof and has a carefully worded sign
saying it is ‘known as the oldest

Lunenburg in 1898

house in Lunenburg’, but it probably
isn’t.

However, the many striking
examples of Georgian and Victorian
architecture are what impress visitors
to a town that welcomes tourists and
new settlers, but remains a working
fishing community. Thisis what it has
been since the 19th century, when
Lunenburg was the most important
fishng port in the Maritimes and was
the home of the legendary Angus
Walters, skipper of the famous
Bluenose. The Fisheries Museum of
the Atlantic in Lunenburg displays
this history vividly.

The World Heritage Site
designation, which follows the 1992
designation of Lunenburg as a

National Historic Site, was a “most
fitting honour in recognition of our
rich heritage”, Mayor Laurence
Mawhinney said. “The distinct fabric
of Lunenburg’s fishing and marine
traditions, architecture and culture is
a masterpiece reflecting the creative
genius of those who have gone before
us.” He also noted that Lunenburg is
only the second urban community in
Canada, after Old Town Quebec, to
get United Nations recognition,
though other Canadian World
Heritage Sites range from L’Anse aux
Meadows in Newfoundland to
Dinosaur Provincial Park in Alberta.
Maintaining Lunenburg’s historic
integrity will remain a challenge since
any community is only as heritage-
conscious as its citizens want it to be.
However, the town’s Planning
Advisory Community has drafted
municipal planning strategies and a
land use by-law addressing concerns
ranging from the size of business
signs in the commercial area to the
question of vinyl siding. The town'’s
Heritage Advisory Committee is
keeping a protective eye on the Old
Town and encouraging the
designation of municipal heritage
properties, now numbering more
than 30. As federal Heritage Minister
Michel Dupuy said when Lunenburg
went on the world stage in December,
“The people of Lunenburg are proud
stewards of a remarkable town.”

Lunenburg: competing for designation

The Spring issue of Heritage Canada
carries an article on the World
Heritage Site designation of Old
Town Lunenburg. Gordon Fulton, an
architectural historian with Parks
Canada, details the lengthy process
by which the town was designated,
despite being considered a long shot
for world recognition. It competed
against such sites as Rome, Damascus
and Bath.

It all began in1989, when the
Lunenburg Heritage Advisory
Committee and town officials
designated Old Town a municipal
heritage conservation district. This
was followed in 1991 by the Historic
Sites and Monuments Board of
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Canada (HSMBC) being asked to
consider Old Town a National
Historic Sistrict. This honour was
bestowed in 1992 because of the
striking historical community found
in Old Town’s streets, public spaces,
buildings and daily life. Then began
serious discussions about a World
Heritage listing. Parks Canada of the
Department of Canadian Heritage—
the primary agency responsible for
fulfilling Canada’s obligations under
UNESCO’s World Heritage
Convention—sought HSMBC'’s
endorsement of Lunenburg’s
nomination, receiving it in 1993.
With the assistance of Parks
Canada, the rigorous nomination

process, including on-site analysis by

an American expert in conservation,

was under way. It had to be
demonstrated that:

a) Old Town Lunenburg was of
outstanding universal value
under World Heritage criteria.

b) that it met the Committee’s “test
of authenticity’, and

c) that its historic resources were
being managed in a
comprehensive and sensitive
way.

The first requirement was met

because Old Town’s gridiron pattern

of streets and designated public

spaces, is the best-preserved example

of British ‘model plan’ colonization in
Continued overleaf
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