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Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia Built
Heritage Awards were first presented
in 1989. Eight years later, they have
become an important asset to this
province's heritage community. The
awards are designed to recognize and
honour outstanding individuals,
groups, companies or departments of
government that have preserved a
part of Nova Scotian heritage in the
form of a built structure. Special
emphasis has been placed on the type
of materials and building techniques
used for exterior and interior
restoration/renovation.

Nominees submit a written and
pictorial record consisting of
photographs or 35mm slides
representing the restoration/
renovation project before, during and
after the work has been completed
along with a plan or drawing of the
building. Winning submissions with
photography, plans and drawings
become the property of Heritage
Trust of Nova Scotia and form part of
the archival records for present and
future study.

At the May 26 presentation of the
1996 awards, I read the citations for
the two winners:

Wickwire House—1895

Jim and Darleen Peerless have been
nominated by Kings Historical
Society for the restoration of the
Wickwire House, built in Kentville in
1895 and restored /renovated 1993-95
into Wickwire Bed and Breakafast, “a
stately Victorian home, elegant yet
cosy.”

Harry Hamm Wickwire was born of

United Empire Loyalist stock in
Canning, Kings County, on June 21,
1868. He received his early education
in Canning, graduated from Acadia
University with Bachelor of Arts, and
Dalhousie University with Bachelor of
Law in 1896. He was Mayor of
Kentville in 1910 and was for 28 years a
member of the House of Assembly. He
built Wickwire House in 1895 for his
bride Sarah Lovitt of Yarmouth.

By the time Jim and Darleen
Peerless purchased this house in 1993,
it had been turned into offices and lost
its Victorian verandah and gazebo.
They have worked with local
craftspeople and Darlene has utilized
her decorative flair to recapture the
Victorian charm of the house. The
Kentville Advertiser recently stated;
“..(it) is a truly great example of
adaptive re-use of a magnificent home,

representative of a bygone era when
high quality craftsmanship combined
with ambition and wealth to create a
monument worthy of preservation.
Jim and Darleen Peerless are to be
congratulated on their research and
many hours of labour to restore this
charming three-storey Victorian
home. Well done!”

Michael Bawtree: Director of

Drama, Acadia University:

The Wolfville Historical Society has
nominated Michael Bawtree, Director
of Drama, Acadia University for the
1996 Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia
Built Heritage Award.

Under the leadership of Michael
Bawtree, a group of theatre people
and community-minded citizens met
in Nova Scotia in the Spring of 1993
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The Wickwire House, now Wickwire Bed and Breakfast




Built Heritage Awards continued:

to plan a Theatre Festival for Atlantic
Canada. It was to be centred on a
thrust stage pioneered in Canada but
new to our region. In June 1995, three
classic plays were performed by a
repertory company of 25 actors from
across Canda, directed by Michael
Bawtree and the renowned Michael
Langham.

The Acadia University
Arenawhich is now home to the
Atlantic Theatre Festival was
constructed by Wolfville builder Mr.
C.H. Wright in 1927. The architect
was Mr. Leslie R. Fairn of Aylesford,
Nova Scotia.

The Atlantic Theatre Festival
acquired the for $1.00 in 1994 and,
with a $2.2 million Federal
Infrastructure Program Grant, it has
been imaginatively transformed. The
exterior architectural elements
remained intact, some of the interior
elements reminiscent of the old rink
were maintained but a new 500-seat
theatre with a thrust stage was
encapsulated within the old rink.

The conversion of the arena into a

ATLANTIC
THEATRE
FESTIVAL

Above: ATF logo
Right: diagram of the
thrust stage and
seating.

regional theatre has provided another
life for the 70-year-old structure.
More more importantly, it has created
anew and exciting industry for the
Town of Wolfville and has enhanced
the cultural and economic life of the
town and this province.

In the Spring of 1995, the Atlantic
Theatre began its first summer

season. Shakespeare’s “Tempest”
launched the Festival on June 16.
During the twelve week summer
season of 1995, the Festival, with
Michael Bawtree as Artistic Director,
catered to over 26,000 patrons.

To Michael Bawtree, Artistic
Director of the Atlantic Theatre
Festival, we say ‘Well done””

HTNS by-laws

Dear Madam,
As one of the original committee who
helped re-write the by-laws of the
heritage Trust of Nova Scotia, I take
strong exception to the chair and
members of the Nominating
Committee’s repeated flaunting of
the by-laws of the society by the
suggestion that they are merely
“guidelines” not to be observed
except at their convenience.
The Oxford Dictionary degines a by-
law as “a law, ordinance or regulation
made by a public or private
corporation or association or an
incorporated society for the
regulation of its own local or internal
dealings with others....” The Random
House Dicotionary defines a by-law
as “A standing rule governing the
regulation of a corporation’s or
society’s internal affairs, a subsidiary
law”.

Neither of these definitions
account for the cavalier attitude of the
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Editor's Mailbox

committee regarding a slate of
officers for the society. The excuses
heard at the annual meeting are the
same used for years by the chairs and
I am frankly tired of hearing them.

The nominating Committee has
abused by-law 10, “A board member
who fails to attend three consecutive
board meetings without due cause
shall be deemed to have retired from
the board”; By-law 29 “No person
shall serve as chairman of any
standing committee for more than
three years”, and by Law 36 (1b) “The
slate of proposed candidates
prepared by the nominating
committee shall be mailed to all
members of the society not more than
30 days prior to the announced date
of the annual general meeting.”

I have no fault with the
composition of the slate of officers for
1996/97, but I find offensive the
lackadaisical and cavalier way the
committee has served the society and
hope this letter will spark debate,
interest and concern on the way the

officers and chairs of the committees
regard the by-laws of our society.
Yours sincerely,

Garry D. Shutlak

Seminary House

Dear Madam,

As a member of Heritage Trust for
many years and a person whose
forebears were closely involved with
the establishment and early operation
of The Ladies’ Seminary, I have been
interested in the negotiation
necessary to arrange the renewal of
this outstanding building.

I understand the satisfaction you
express that the settlement was made
through a process of negotiation. (see
page 1, June issue of Griffin - Ed.)
With this in mind perhaps the Society,
if a similar occasion arose in the
future, could carefully on the ground
appraise the situation before lodging
an appeal to the Provincial Utilities
Board. Sometimes a third person

Continued on following page
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Heritage news from around Nova Scotia

Rockingham Heritage Society
The RHS has been involved in
planning for the proposed Birch Cove
Park since February 6, when the it
was represented at a meeting for
public input, and March 5, when the
Planning Department presented its
plans. Based on recommendations
from the first meeting and from other
interested parties such as CNR,
Department of Fisheries, etc., the
Department and an engineering firm
had translated these ideas into a plan
for a beautiful park

The plans show the park as a
pathway from Hogan'’s Point along
the shore to the Rotunda, possibly
including the archaeological dig at the
Rockingham Inn; the work to be done
in three phases. Phase I to include a
small marina, fishing pier, washrooms
and seating to the right of the
underpass at Chinatown Restaurant.
Phase II would extend the path along
the shore to Hogan’s Point and,
eventually, a picnic area reached by a
pedway from the look-off at the foot
of Tremont Drive. Phase III, would
create a walkway around the front of
Chinatown Restaurant and follow the
shore to the Rotunda. There would be
another fishing pier in that area or
towards Hogan'’s Point. Plans include
a pedway from Bedford Highway to
the Rotunda and an interpretive
centre. If plans proceed as outlined,
residents will have greater access to
the water and an attractive park
which would retain the natural
beauty of the shoreline.

The RHS August Newsletter
details how the work is to be done. It
alsodescribes a one-time summer
recreation in the area, a report on the
Society’s Heritage Week Dinner and
of the Spring General Meeting at
which Barbara Christie, an authority
on horses, gave a talk on tandem
clubs and their role in Rockingham'’s

past. The newsletter is on the office
bookshelf.

Shubenacadie Canal

Commission

The 24-foot vessel “Queen of the Canal”

has been operating on the
Shubenacadie Canal this summer,
offering half-hour cruises from the
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holding pond of Lock 3 at Port
Wallace in Dartmouth, through the
‘deep cut’ into Lake Charles and back.
And weather permitting, the boat will
continue to operate on weekends
through September.

Paul and Glenn Bowie of
Dartmouth, owners of the Queen...,
have a quiet, modern vessel with a
canopy, providing visitors with a
relaxing and comfortable tour. From
the water, particularly from the
bottom of the deep cut, the cruise
shows an aspect of the Canal seldom
seen by visitors.

After the Canal closed in 1870 it
was used as a water power reservoir,
and later a recreational canoe route
today enjoyed by hundreds of
canoeists. The Queer... is the first boat
since 1870 to take passengers through
the deep cut, a long canal dug entirely
by hand through a hill of bedrock.
Canoes and paddle boats can also be
rented during weekends through
September, weather permitting. For
more information on the cost and

Shore Road and Little River Harbour, believed to be the exact spot of Champlain's

used to assist the Canal Commission
in its work,” said General Manager
Peter Latta. The Commission is
responsible for eight sites of the
Canal between Dartmouth and
Enfield.

The Society for the Preservation

of Eastern Head

From Mary Lynyak, Little River,
Digby County, we have an update on
SPEH news. In June the society
received its fourth ‘modest, but
significant’ grant from the N.S. Rural
Beautification Committee, which they
plan to use for the planting of bulbs
to enhance their East River Roadside
Park. The little park down by the
ferry is maintained voluntarily by
Harbour Master Dave Clark The
bulbs will be purchased from the
Digby Neck Consolidated School,
Sandy Cove, which most members of
the Children’s Forum attend.
Dolls.....their stock of “Child of
the Mist” dolls has been replenished
by skilled dollmaker Rolande Strand
of Tantallon, whose engineer husand
designs and makes the shoes; “Little

landing. See Society for the Preservation of Eastern Head.

times of the cruise or for canoe and
paddle boat rentals, call Peter Latta at
902-462-1826

“The Canal Commission is
responsible for the promotion of the
historic waterway and the protection
of its sites. By encouraging this kind
of compatible operation it brings
much needed additional revenue to
help further protect the old Canal
sites. Part of the earnings from the
boat tour and canoe rentals will be

Nell” by Permilla Newell is also
available, as are the “Little River
Girl” doll kits. A souvenir with a
difference?

This small community shows
interest in its area history not only by
creating character dolls; they have
also produced a poster on “Digby
Neck - a Way of Life”; their
flourishing Genealogy Committee is
listed in Everton’s Genealogical
Helper; and in 1995 they co-operated
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