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This year, on December 8, Fort
Massey Church on Queen Street,
Halifax, will celebrate its 125th
anniversary. The church was
officially opened on December 10,
1871, with the cornerstone having
been laid on June 25, 1870.

In the Victorian era, a substantial
portion of the construction costs were
raised by means of a ‘subscription
list". The contributors or ‘Subscribers’
believed in the importance and
necessity of building Fort Massey
Church and were responsible for
achieving its construction. In their
strong association with the historic
church, the Subscribers can be called
the Founders of Fort Massey Church.
Many of the Founders were leaders
who led lives of national and
provincial significance.

For example, the Honourable
William J. Stairs was the first name on
the list of Subscribers. He was a
prominent financier and member of
the Legislative Council, Nova Scotia’s
‘upper house’. When the cornerstone
for the new church was laid, Stairs
officially pronounced the stone “well
and truly laid”. The Honourable
William Garvie also took part in the
ceremonial laying of the cornerstone;
he read the scroll that was placed in
the cavity of the stone. Garvie had
co-founded The Citizen, a tri-weekly
newspaper. He was opposed to
Confederation and wrote a series of
lively, satirical letters on the
“botheration and political
transmogrification” scheme. In 1871,
Garvie was elected to the Legislature
for Halifax County, and was

appointed to the Executive Council as
Commissioner of Public Works and
Mines.

A controversial premier also
joined the list of Founders of Fort
Massey. Hiram Blanchard was a
lawyer and politician whose
distinguished life was documented
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along with others of national
significance in the Dictionary of
Canadian Biography. He was first
selected to the provincial Legislature
in 1859 amid quarrels between
Protestants and Catholics; he
promised “equal rights to
all...favouritism to none”. During his
terms of office, he showed particular
concern about the treatment of the
insane and the deaf. He was sworn

in as Attorney General and Premier
of Nova Scotia on July 4, 1867, but his
pro-Confederation government was
soon swept out of power. He was re-
elected again as Leader of the
Opposition in 1871.

Two celebrated naval men,
Andrew Muir and Captain J. Taylor
Wood, were among the original
subscribers of Fort Massey. Muir was
‘one of the gallant Englishmen who
fought under Nelson at Trafalgar’. At
Trafalgar, he served on ‘the three-
deck ship Achilles'; Muir also was ‘on
gun boat service at the blockade of
Cadiz'. When the old war hero died
in 1874, “fifty officers and blue-
jackets” from H.M.S. Sphinx, which
just happened to be in port,
immediately joined the funeral along
with ‘a large concourse of citizens’.
Captain Taylor Wood was a colourful
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Greetings to all!
Have a joyous,
happy Christmas
and a peaceful
New Year

























