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Fernba;k, 1997. Anne West photo.

Heritage Trust members, heritage
fighters and all-round good guys,
Elizabeth and Philip Pacey have
purchased Fernbank, a beautiful
Second Empire mansion at 2730
Gottingen Street. The property,
which is opposite Admiralty House,
was previously owned by the
Department of National Defence.

Betty explains that: "The house
was built in 1878 for ]. Wesley Smith,
a lay Methodist missionary and
merchant in the city". Smith
provided the funds to build the J.
Wesley Smith Methodist/United
Church on Robie Street.

Betty and Phil have many ideas
for Fernbank, which needs work both
outside and inside. However, in
addition to refurbishing and finding
new uses for this beautiful building,
Betty says, "I am going to sit in the
tower and keep watch". As an early
member of Heritage Trust of Nova
Scotia, author of many books on built
heritage and long time watchdog for
threatened historic buildings around
Nova Scotia, we know that Betty, who
is currently the Nova Scotia member
of the Board of Governors of the
Heritage Canada Foundation, will
certainly keep this promise.

Forman-Uniacke House

endangered

Another building that would
welcome fairy godparents like the
Paceys is the Forman-Uniacke
house at 1246 Hollis Street.
Described as one of the few
remaining Irish-Georgian
architectural gems in Canada, its
future has been uncertain ever
since the owner applied for a
permit to demolish it.

It was built in 1826 by James
Gleason of Dublin for James
Forman, who became cashier (i.e.
general manager) of the Bank of
Nova Scotia on its founding in
1832.

Other owners of the house
have included Jonathan Crane
Allison, president of the Halifax
Fire Insurance Company, who
bought it from Forman in 1833;
Sophie, widow of Judge Norman
FitzGerald Uniacke, a former
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Detail: Forman-Uniacke House.
Mary Pacey



















