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Starr Manufacturing: Historic Properties for Dartmouth?

By Bob Frame

The acquisition of the Starr
Manufacturing property in
downtown Dartmouth by the Halifax
Regional Municipality provides
exciting heritage and recreational
opportunities. This three-acre
property is located adjacent to the
Shubenacadie Canal. Its purchase
represents a major advance in the
efforts to link the Dartmouth
waterfront with the multi-use trails
along the Dartmouth lakes and the
canal. The building complex on the
site has its origins in the 1860s with
the establishment of a skate
manufacturing plant which served
worldwide markets. The efforts of
John Starr, founder of the firm, and
John Forbes, designer of the famed
Acme Club skate, are reported to
have resulted in the production of
more than 11 million pairs of skates.

Heritage Trust, in conjunction
with the Dartmouth Historical
Association, Industrial Heritage
Nova Scotia, the Dartmouth
Millennium Sub-committee, the
Shubenacadie Canal Commission and
other interests, is calling for the
designation of this important
complex under the Heritage Property
Act at both the municipal and
provincial levels. Designation will
provide a measure of protection and
recognition of this unique survival of
19th century industrial activity in
Nova Scotia.

A report prepared by regional
municipal staff to support the
recommendation to purchase the
property for its recreational and
heritage values recognizes the

to the extensive workings of the
Shubenacadie Canal at this site.
Industrial Heritage Nova Scotia is
currently involved in a recording
project which will document features
of the building and its contents. They
will deliver a report to the Commun-
ity Planning Department of the HRM.
Continued overleaf

potential for sympathetic adaptive re-
use of the structure while retaining
and restoring its original industrial
facade. The building contains a
number of examples of old industrial
machinery, the patina of more than
130 years of manufacturing within its
confines, and subterranean
archaeological features which relate
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Ell All Go SKATING

Oh, the fun of it—the joy of it—the health of it.!

Won't this be a glorious winter?

Get a pair of Starr Skates and off you go.

That will be the starting point of your skating
pleasure.

There's a Starr Skate made to
suit every member of the family and
every purse.

Go to your dealer to-day and ask
him to let you see the ‘“‘Starr’’ Skates.

Write to day for our
1919 Illustrated Catalogue

STARR MFG. CO., LIMITED
-, DARTMOUTH, NOVA SCOTIA

%‘ Toronto Branch : 122 Wellington St. West

Good dealers
sell them
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All STARR SKATES
are unconditionally
guarantced—if they
break, take them
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back and get a new
pair free.
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