March 1999

A PUBLICATION OF HERITAGE TRUST OF

An unexpected

reward
By Alan Ruffman

The ironstone Mitchell House at the
southwest corner of Prince and
Lower Water streets in Halifax (now
5110-5112 Prince Street, ex-1684
Lower Water Street) has always been
of uncertain vintage. The Heritage
Trust of Nova Scotia’s Founded Upon
A Rock (2nd ed. 1971) notes that
George Mitchell bought the corner lot
with a wooden house on it in 1819
from a Mrs. Major. Then, the best the
compilers of the day could note was
“Sometime before 1850 George and J.
Mitchell built their new stone
building.”

When Verna and Michael Turner
bought the building in 1995, their
attractive new sign could only reflect
the City’s estimate on the heritage
plaque of “circa 1840”. Well, that
date can now be revised to "before
mid-1827" as the direct result of the
author’s Sable Island research, an idle
moment in the Public Archives of

‘Nova Scotia (PANS), a bit of intuition,
an error by an unknown PANS
photocopier, and a check by Garry
Shutlak at PANS.

On September 30, 1998, I was in
the archives checking on a Sable
Island item when I stumbled on an
index to manuscripts that I'd not seen
before: Record Group 1, Vol. 470,
Microfilm 15,491. A Catalogue of
Manuscript Documents prepared
under the direction of Thomas B.
Akin Commissioner of Public
Records, entitled Special Subjects.
Halifax Nova Scotia 1861. Akin'’s list
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L.B. Jensen's drawing of the Mitchell House

was a citation to an Index to Papers
connected with The Town of Halifax
between 1754 and 1828. 1idly
wondered, “Is there anything on the
weather for August-September 1775,
when there were serious hurricanes
about, or on the vicious windstorm
in Halifax Harbour of 1799, or on
‘The Year Without a Summer’ in
1816?” And I let my eye slide down
the list of the Index. Petition of Certain
Inhabitants of South Water Street,
Document 128. South Water Street. "1
wonder where south started in the
1800s? Could this concern the area
around Prince Street?” I mused. And
I ordered a photocopy of the
document and eventually it
appeared. Wendy Findley of my
office made a typed transcript, and

we found that we couldn’t read
several words on the rather faint
photocopy made from a microfilm.
This is where Garry came in. My
inquiry to sort out the
undecipherable words was fielded by
him. He called with the original
Document 128 (Record Group 1,
Volume 411, Microfilm 15,457) in
front of him. At one point as we
attempted to make out the cover page
annot-ation, Garry was talking about
a hole in the page with words
missing, and I was talking about a
complete title with faded ink or faint
photocopying. Then it dawned.
There was also a letter about the
Petition filed at PANS as Document
127 in Volume 411. The unknown
PANS photocopier had sent me the





















