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Funky Road Show hits Yarmouth County Museum

In June, The Nova Scotia Museum
teamed up with well-known adventurer
Garry Sowerby as part of its Museum
Day Weekend. Garry and his famous
Volvo Red Cloud circumnavigated the
world in in 1980, breaking the world
record for such a journey. This vehicle,
which has broken many other records,
was on display at the Museum of
Industry in Stellarton all summer. Garry
and Red Cloud kicked off Museum Day
Weekend with a whirlwind eight day
museum adventure through Nova Scotia.
The tour included a stopover with the
Yarmouth County Museum and
Historical Society, which reports:

On June 10, Garry Sowerby and
team visited the Yarmouth County

Museum, to be met by staff and

volunteers in nautical dress.

For the occasion the Museum had
a 'Funky Road Show’ of its own—25
or so items considered ‘funky’
according to the 1998 edition of the
Canadian Oxford Dictionary:

1. Especially of jazz or rock music:
earthy, bluesy with a heavy
rhythmical beat.

2. Informal, a) fashionable, trendy.
b) unconventional, striking.

3. North American—having a
strong unpleasant smell.

A line of masking tape led the
group through museum and archives
on a tour of the items; at each stop an
amusing label described the artifact.

Beard could raise $100,000

e

Museum curator Eric Russ with beard!

Also at the Yarmouth County
Museum, the Expansion fund-
raising campaign continues with
under $500,000 to go to achieve its
$2.3 million objective.

Curator Eric Ruff—anxious to
see the project finished—came up
with a novel idea. No one has ever
seen Eric without a beard, not even
his wife who has known him for
over thirty years. He will sacrifice
his beard if $100,000 can be raised
by his many friends around the
world! That’s $20 from 5,000
people, tax deductible.

The official campaign was
kicked off at the Society’s July
monthly meeting with a present-
ation of $1,000 from Eric’s wife,
Barb, and a similar amount from his
mother-in-law, Ethel Candow.

Jim Rideout’s Grade 4 French
immersion class parodied a couple of
sea shanties for Garry and the group.
“Bully in the Alley” became “Garry in
the Alley”, and on leaving, with
Garry at the wheel, the class hauled
the Volvo by rope to the tune of
“Haul Away Joe”(changed for the
occasion to “Garry haul away/We'll
haul the Volvo”).

Two or three Yarmouth Museum
items won a place on Sowerby’s list
of the 25 ‘funkiest’ things in the
province: a breadbag square dancing
dress and plastic bag outfits made by
Thelma Martinelli and the Unknown
Mystery Artifact, a yellow machine,
the top of which rotates when the
handle is turned.

Sue Smith, Gaitherburg,
Maryland, won the raffled Bluenose
plate made and donated by Clayton
Karkosh of Albuquerque, New
Mexico. The latest raffle is for a quilt
in ‘Spinning Stars’ pattern, made and
donated by Mollie Lewis Hardy, the
draw for which will take place at the
Yuletide House Tour and Tea on
December 4.

By convincing the editors of
Canadian Living magazine that
Yarmouth is one of the best places to
live in Canada, Society member
Arthur Porter has again ensured the
town will get national recognition.
This year Yarmouth is included in the
‘Best Town for Gardeners' category.
Last year it was '‘Best Town for
History Buffs'. Congratulations!



Two adventure boat trips organized by the
Nova Scotia Lighthouse Preservation Society

Seal Island
Boat trip to Seal Island, 18 miles off Cape Sable
Island. Explore the rocky coastline, shipwrecks,
sandy beaches; learn the story of Nova Scotia’s oldest
timber lighthouse; climb the tower; stay overnight in
fishermen’s bunkhouse. Depart: Sat. morning from
Kenney’s Wharf, Clark’s Harbour, Cape Sable Island;
return Sunday afternoon.

Cost: NSLPS members, $60. Non-members $70.
Required: food, drinking water, sleeping bags; details
supplied before trip. Registration limited to 15
persons. Call early, this trip fills up rapidly.
Registration: Kathy Brown, 479-3115; E-mail:
krbrown@ns.sympatico.ca.

Bon Portage
Bon Portage, off Shag Harbour, the island made
famous by Evelyn Richardson in We Keep a Light.
Travel to the island by boat; visit the light; bird watch
and observe bird banding. Explore the trails; sleep in
the Light-keepers” houses. Look for the return of
Leach’s Petrels after sundown, watch them in the
beam of the light and hear their laughing cries.

Cost: NSLPS members $35. Non-members $45.
Required: food, drinking water, sleeping bags; details
supplied before the trip. Recommended reading: We
Keep a Light. Trip leader: Janet McGinity. Registration
limited to 15 persons—call early as we expect this
new trip to fill up quickly. Registration Kathy: 479-
3115; E-mail: krbrown@ns.sympatico.ca.

Fall Colours Tour

If any members are interested in a Fall Colours tour
by bus or van, they should telephone (902) 429-5063.
Lesley Butters has offered to drive a van if numbers
are small. This would reduce the cost considerably
as Lesley generously donates her time.

Lord Nelson: continued from page 3

used to be, and the two-storey arcade was added on
Spring Garden Road. This gave the hotel shops along the
street and increased dining room and convention facilities.

In 1967, the South Tower, a commercial building, was
added above and behind the Arcade Building. In 1973, the
North Tower was added, providing an additional 131
rooms and making it again the largest hotel in Atlantic
Canada. In 1977, the original stone wall to “Brookside,”
the residence that had occupied the hotel site from 1818 to
1937, was removed. This was the most controversial
alteration ever made to the building. A two-storey
adddition to the south wing was added to enlarge the
Royal Bank premises and give the hotel additional space in
the convention area.

In 1999, a terrace has been added to the north wing to
give the Victory Arms pub an outside dining area. The
present owners are renovating the hotel to make it ready
for the new millennium. Ihope that the hotel will be
around so that Haligonians can celebrate its centenary in
2028.

Page 2

e-mail link for
heritage folks!

The Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia would like to set
up an e-mail group for people interested in heritage
buildings. The aim of the group will be to increase
our ability to communicate with each other for
various purposes such as exchanging news, gathering
support for threatened buildings or asking specific
questions related to restoration and renovation
problems.

The group will operate by having any incoming
message from a group member automatically
forwarded to all other members of the group. To
start the group, | intend to use my personal
computer with the mail program Microsoft Outlook
Express 5, which can be set to forward mail from
individuals to a group.This appears to be today’s best
option since the necessary forwarding function is not
available from the local Internet Service Providers.

Membership in the group is open to

all those interested in heritage buildings and is

not restricted to members of any group. If you
would like to be included in this group please send
your e-mail address to me at jlazier@hfx.andara.com.

The Griffin

A quarterly newsletter published by
Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia

Deadline for the next issue of The
Griffin is

November 1, 1999
Submissions to:
Doris Butters, Editor
Apartment 2211,
1333 South Park Street, Halifax, Nova
Scotia, B3] 2K9. or Phone/Fax: 422-
6286. e-mail: awest@ns.sympatico.ca
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Doris's COlumn Annapolis Royal house tour and tea: June 19, 1999

Trust members
Hilary Grant,
Peggy McLean,
Elizabeth West
and I joined the
tour of Annapolis
Royal heritage
houses. Although
the air was cool
when we set out
at 8.30 in the morning, it became very
hot and sunny in the Valley.

Willett-Kennedy House,

The Willett-Kennedy House, ¢.1872.,
Granville Ferry, was our first stop. It
was originally part of a 1790 land
grant to a Captain Willett from
Pennsylvania, an officer in the army
of Queen Anne, with a wife and 10
children in Pennsylvania who refused
to join him in Nova Scotia. He
divorced the wife according to the
custom of the day by three times
repeating aloud the words “I Divorce
Thee.” By a second marriage he had
10 more children among whom he
divided his grant. Their descendants
still live in the area.

The present owner, Mrs.
Kennedy, is an artist whose eye was
caught in 1992 by the no-nonsense
Victorian Gothic character of the
house. She carefully renovated and
restored, preserving most of the
original woodwork of what proved to
be a hybrid of post-and-beam and
frame construction. A wall at the foot
of the worn wooden stairs held a
large woven woollen hanging in
colours toning with the dark red
painted floor and forest green
runners. Rooms are of pastel colour-
wash in shades of pumpkin, green,
blue, rose and primrose, with white
paintwork. Narrow cloth banners in
groups of three, in complimentary
colours take the place of pictures in
the downstairs rooms. The exquisite
flower arrangements in this and
several other homes were the work of
Gary Freeman.

From the big square bay in the
main bedroom can be seen 100-year-
old-copper beeches and the last
remaining high-board fence in the
area, Ina corner, and once used in a
carnival to represent ‘The Joys of
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Travel’, was an old suitcase covered
with a montage of butterfly cut-outs.
Seated on the suitcase was a chicken-
wire outline of a child. Mrs.Kennedy
had moulded the wire on her
daughter, and cut the back to let the
girl out! Most of the furniture is
Quebec antiques. A mirror with an
elegantly carved and gilded surround
stood on a chest of drawers with
interesting ‘pulls’ of acorns and oak
leaves hollowed to provide finger
room.

Robertson-Brown House

The Robertson-Brown House, ¢.1780.
154 St.George Street. The hand-adzed,
white painted, beamed ceiling of one
room and a door on the upper
landing are the only things left after
fire destroyed the interior in the early
1900s. Originally a ‘half-house’, it had
been altered to become one large
house, but is once again a ‘half
'house’. While waiting in the kitchen
for the guide leading small groups
through, I noticed an eclectic
collection of unusual pottery table
and kitchenware; Mrs. Brown is an
antique dealer.

Since buying the house in 1990,
the Browns have made a very
sensitive restoration—creating a
library and living area at the rear of
the house. Old doors and fixtures
have been picked up in different
places. Living room and library floors
are of wide bleached boards, and
ceiling beams are left a natural
brown. Metal birdcages and a white
painted wire oriental cage were
arranged on top of a cupboard. Rich
blue curtains and bedspread valance
contrasted with the all white
paintwork of one attic bedroom. A
bed in another room had a green
painted headboard decorated with a
leaf cluster of carved wood. An
intricately carved and gilded pier
glass hung on the wall of a small
attached dressing room.

Among the flowers in the pretty
back garden were stone carvings.
Small poppies created splashes of
colour in chinks and crevices of a
rockery wall; beyond that is a
vegetable and herb garden and a
young fruit tree white with blossoms.

Across from the O’Dell House
Museum, a small riverside park has
been created and planted with oak,
chestnut, pine trees and small roses.
A rustic arbour by the river made a
pleasant spot for our brown-bag
lunch. Twisting vine stems decorated
part of the arbour and artfully
disguised several tree stumps which
had been cut off at about a metre high
and left on the lawn.

De Gannes-Cosby House,

The De Gannes-Cosby House, ¢ 1708,
477 St. George Street, is the oldest
documented building in the province.
Three hundred years ago, Louis de
Gannes de Falaise, an officer in the
Campagne franches de la marine, built a
house, which burned in 1707 during
a seige by Boston-based forces.
Despite protests, DeGannes used
Louis XIV’s funds intended for
strengthening the fort, to rebuild the
house. The post-and-beam frame was
mud-filled in traditional medieval
European fashion and topped with a
gambrel roof. The Treaty of Utrecht,
1713, ceded the fort and this house to
Queen Anne, and Alexander Cosby
on becoming Lieut-Governor of the
fort and town (by then Annapolis
Royal) took possession of the house.
It has hosted sessions of Her
Majesty’s Government of Nova
Scotia, and sheltered royalty, slaves
and ghosts. The skeleton of a slave
girl was found immured in the
stonework of the chimney. At the
time of the Freeing of Slaves, one man
willed the property to a freed slave
girl—then died suddenly after
drinking tea prepared by her!

It is now the home of ardent
heritage conervationist Jim How, who
had made a few changes since our
last visit. The basement, with its
huge old stone fireplace and oven,
cast-iron cooking utensils and fire
irons, is now a mini-museum housing
Jim'’s collection of historic artifacts.
On the underside treads of the
bedroom stairs are the names and
dates of succeeding owners, inscribed
by themselves. The dining room, a
mini-version of those in Britain’s
stately homes, is complete with
painted portraits and cut glass

Page 5






wall a three-storey pulpit: the lower
level for prayers, the second for
readings, the topmost one for the
sermon. Below the pulpit were seats
for those who fell behind with their
pew payments, could not afford a
pew or were visiting the area. The
pulpit was broken up and sold in the
1870s when the beautiful sanctuary
with its curved wooden ceiling was
added, the side galleries removed,
and the third retained on the rear
wall for the choir.

After bright sunshine and heat,
the church was cool and dim, its dark
panelling relieved by narrow two-
pane Gothic windows, some of clear
leaded lights bordered with blue
glass, others, on Biblical themes in
bright colours, were dedicated to
benefactors. A large leathe- bound
King George III Bible (1781) and a
Desk Prayer Book (1788) which came
from the first Saint Luke’s, and found
in storage, were displayed on a side
table. In 1837, a spire and belfry were
erected, though the bell could not be
heard for any distance, we were told
by our appropriately named guide
Mr. George Service. It was rung at
9.00 am on Sunday to alert the
garrison, at 10 am for Sunday School
and at 11 am for Morning Prayer—a
tradition commemorated annually
during Natal Days Weekend,
although now a new and louder bell
has been installed. During the rest of
the year, Mr. Service only rings the
bell for Sunday Eucharist.

Later we returned to St. Luke’s
church hall for much appreciated
tea/coffee, and great helpings of
home made desserts.

Whitman-Atkinson-Davis House
The Whitman-Atkinson-Davis House,
¢.1825, at 1516 on Highway 201, was
our last house of the day. A member
of an early American Planter family,
Elnathan Whitman, bought the
property in 1813 from Robert
Jefferson, cousin to U.S. President
Thomas Jefferson. The farm remained
in the Whitman family for over 100
years before being sold to a George
Cox, who landscaped the grounds.
The present owners are restoring
rooms, and exposing beams,
masonry, floors and ceilings that have
been covered up by generations of
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Settler” descendant.

wishing to do further research.

225th anniversary of Yorkshire
Settlers in Annapolis County

The dedication ceremony of a monument to commemorate the 1774 arrival
of settlers from Yorkshire, England, to the Annapolis Royal area, was held
at the Causeway on Saturday July17. The monument was dedicated by
Canon Philip Jefferson, from Burlington, Ontario, himself a “Yorkshire

Following the ceremony, participants gathered at the the Annapolis
Royal Fire Hall to meet and view family histories gathered by the
Genealogy Group of the Historic Restoration Society of Annapolis County.
In 1998 one descendant visited the Yorkshire villages where the settlers
had lived and took pictures which are now included in the family
histories. Maps of local cemeteries where ancestors are buried and
descendancy charts of early generations were on display.

The following day a church service led by Canon Jefferson was held at
All Saints Anglican Church in Granville Centre. Built about 1819, All
Saints was the church to which many early Yorkshire settlers were
connected. On Monday, 19th July, there was an opportunity for
descendant families to get together in Granville Ferry Hall, and during the
weekend the Genealogy Centre in the O’Dell Museum was open for those

Who were the Yorkshire Settlers? They were a group of more than
1000 immigrants who came to Nova Scotia between 1772 and 1775. Most
were tenant farmers in Yorkshire, attracted by the opportunity to become
land owners in the Maritimes, when the British Enclosures Acts and rising
rents threatened to force them from their farms. Most settled in
Cumberland and Colchester counties, and what became New Brunswick,
but at least seventeen single men and men with families came to
Annapolis County. If you carry the surname Hudson, Clark, Gilliatt,
Halliday, Milner, Oliver, Robinson, Mills, Wilson, Hawksworth, Bath,
Jacques or Jefferson, chances are that you are a descendant. You may still
be a descendant through a family into which Yorkshire Settlers’ daughters
or grandaughters married. If you are interested in finding out more,
contact the Historic Restoration Society Genealogy Centre at the O'Dell
House Museum, 138 St. George Street, Annapolis Royal.

alterations. The front rooms are blue-
green with white trim. Beyond is a
huge room, actually four rooms made
into one, with newly exposed beams
and supports of natural wood. It
comprises a roomy modern kitchen
on the left; a living room with a deep
wide bay leading to the garden in the
centre, and to the right a comfortable
sitting room before the six-foot deep,
great hearth with its original crane
and bake oven.

The chimney has three flues and
upstairs each bedroom has a bricked-
in fireplace extension in one wall.
The blue and white decor of each
room contrasts nicely with the
pinkish brick. The huge bathroom
over the the downstairs bay opens
onto a balcony, the regulation

bathroom fixtures augmented by a set
of white painted wicker furniture. A
businesslike and very modern tiled
shower has been installed in what
was once a closet.

Our late arrival at this house left
barely enough time for a walk-
through and no time at all for the
lovely garden. Taking a last look as
we left for home, we saw that the
whole exterior was painted dark
green relieved only by paler sage
green window frames.

It had been a long, but grand day,
thanks to Hilary.
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