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Rejoice!
By Anne West
In the June 1998 issue of The Griffin
we described an ambitious plan to
save 5419/25 Portland Place, Halifax
and to build on the adjacent Bruns-
wick/Portland Place corner now
occupied by Kidston Glass. Sadly,
that plan failed. But last summer
Heritage Trust member Janet Morris
quietly purchased the two houses
(built in 1862) from the Halifax
Regional Municipality. Today her
sensitive restoration is approaching
completion and by fall these lovely
buildings will be home to eight lucky
apartment dwellers.

Janet, who lives in the Prince’s
Lodge area of Halifax and practises
law, says she has done some small
additions to period homes before, but
“nothing on this scale.” She is modest
about her achievement and explains
that the houses “were apparently
built by a person whose primary
involvement was plaster work. They
had beautiful cove mouldings.” With
her architect, Trust member David
Garrett, she decided to stick to the
original room plan in order to save
the mouldings. But complying with
the building code meant installing a
sprinkler system, so most of the
plaster had to go. At that point, she
says, “I almost lost interest in the
whole project.” But she has managed
to retain the mouldings in one room.
She has also kept the stair moulding
and the window aprons.

Another difficulty was the need
to install insulation. Janet knows that
HRM eventually ceased to rent the
buildings because they cost more to

heat than they brought in in
rent.

Trust member and colour
consultant Meredyth Rochman
has been acting as a shoulder
to cry on during the process.
Meredyth says, “I think it is
wonderful that she is saving
the buildings. She is really
trying to keep their integrity.”

Janet says, “The City has been
very helpful to me,” and because the
project is costing more than antici-
pated, “they call me the philanthro-
pist.” Luckily, she is sanguine about
the fact that it is not a get-rich-quick
endeavour and says, “This is my
contribution to Halifax”.

On behalf of the many people in
Halifax who have drooled over the
two houses for the last 20 years and
done nothing (myself included),
thank you Janet.

Top: Mid-May, 2000 and progress is
evident

Above: June, 1998, a sorry sight

Below: View from Brunswick Street







King's College, 1928. Andrw Cobb in institutional mode

Andrew Randall Cobb, architect

By Graeme F. Duffus (Photos by A. West)
Renewed interest has recently been shown in the
architecture of Andrew Randall Cobb (1876-1943) as a
result of the threat of demolition of an early Cobb-
designed home in Bedford. This home, constructed in 1912
for James H. Winfield and better known as the Charles
MacCulloch House, is one of an important collection of
Cobb designs in this area of Bedford. This body of work is
important not only to our province, but to the community
of Bedford, where
Andrew Cobb lived
for so many years.
\ (See item on page 5)
In the fall of
1990, the Nova
Scotia Association
of Architects
(NSAA) sponsored
a major exhibition
at the Art Gallery of
Nova Scotia
entitled The
Architecture of
Andrew Randall
Cobb ... Rich in
Interest and Charm,
which focused on

Arts and Administration Building,
Dalhousie University, rear view
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Above: King's College chapel, 1928.
Right: Andrew Cobb (right) with an
apprentice in his Halifax studio, 1926.

many of his architectural projects. In
the published book of the same name,
director Bernard Riordon stated, “It is
appropriate that our first major effort
in this area be directed to an architect
whose work so clearly demonstrates
the important task we all share in
preserving our heritage. Andrew Randall Cobb’s legacy is
manifested in the many private and public building that
he designed.” In the Sponsor’s Foreword, Allan F. Duffus
shared personal recollections and expressed admiration for
Andrew Cobb based on a lifetime appreciation of his many
achievements. This book, which I have drawn on for this
article, is on sale at NSAA.

Andrew Cobb was born June 13, 1876, in Brooklyn,
New York. His father was American, and his mother came
from Granville Ferry, Nova Scotia. When Andrew was 14,
his father died. Andrew and his mother moved to the
community of Greenwich, near Wolfville, where he
attended Horton Academy and later, Acadia University. In
his senior year (he obviously had an early interest in
architecture), he was awarded a scholarship to the School
of Architecture at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology in Boston, where he earned a BS degree and
then an MSc in 1904. In 1905, he married Myrtle Seely of
Saint John, New Brunwick, and also gained experience
with three architectural firms in Ohio. In 1907, they sailed
to Europe. Andrew passed the fall entrance examinations
at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris, and studied there for
two years. He did very well in this program, finishing
ninth in a class of 60. In 1909, the Cobbs moved to Nova
Scotia and took up residence in Halifax.

They moved into a house on Mitchell Street, just off
Inglis Street. Andrew immediately entered into a
partnership with the young Sydney P. Dumaresq. Sydney
had apprenticed with his father James C., but had been
developing his practice alone since 1906. His connections
in Halifax and Andrew’s European training made for an
advantageous association and an exiting new architectural
firm. For the next three years the firm of Dumaresq and
Cobb enjoyed an active and lucrative practice. The Pearson
McCurdy house (RNSYS) and the Dingle Tower are
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Truro’s 125th Anniversary by jan zamn

On June 19, the 125th anniversary of
the incorporation of the Town of
Truro will be celebrated. The newly
appointed Lieutenant Governor will
be present for a dramatic re-creation
of the very first town council
meeting. A ceremony to grant
provincial Heritage designation to 86
Queen St., home (1851) of Truro’s first
mayor, Charles B. Archibald (now
immortalized in a wood carving
created from a diseased elm tree
beside the house). This is the second
residential property to be granted
provincial protection, the first being
the John L. Doggett house at 111
Willow Street (1839), designated in
May 1999. After the ceremony,
refreshments will be served in the
First United Church hall on the
corner of Church and Prince streets.
The public is invited to attend.

The recent decision by Town
Council on April 17 to recognize three
Heritage Conservation Districts in the
downtown residential core has been
received with enthusiasm by the
majority of the 83 property owners

The Charles B. Archibald House, 1851

involved. This was the culmination of
seven years of effort on the part of
Truro’s Heritage Advisory
Committee, the working committee
of homeowners, and the Town
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Planning Department. Sadly,
enthusiasm has been dampened by
the fact that one of the councillors
refused to vote for the Districts unless
the property at 68 King Street (a
Second Empire-style building, which
was the first Presbyterian manse,
built in 1877 on land donated by John
L. Doggett), was exempted from the
District. This meant that the owner of
this property, who had obtained a
demolition permit a few days before
the public hearing, could now
destroy the entire streetscape by
removing this important building.
His plans for a block of apartments
behind this heritage street can now
go ahead, and the vacant space will
no doubt provide him with a
driveway.

Nevertheless, the protection of 83
more homes in Truro is truly
something to celebrate!

Right: The John L. Doggett House, 1839

improved property values.

A very thorough Toronto staff
report making the case for built
heritage provided the backgrounder
for this approval. Another report of
interest is U.S. Preservation Tax
Incentives: An Overview with Case
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Studies. Done by E.R.A. Architects
Inc. it was published this year with
financial assistance from Heritage
Canada. Again well worth reading. I
would be pleased to send copies of
these reports to anyone who is
interested.

Saint George’s Round Church l
Giant Yard Sale
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Saturday, June 10
Corner Brunswick/Cornwallis
streets, Halifax
We are receiving goods for sale
until 5 p.m. Friday.
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