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Now open—Brookfield Railway Station Museum

By Gordon Burnett, with Kathy Putnam
Congratulations to the community of
Brookfield and the members of the
Brookfield Railway Station &
Heritage Society, on the July 1 official
opening of the Brookfield Railway
Station Museum!

Located in the Ed Creelman
Memorial Park, on route 289, (just off
Exit 120on Highway 102), the station
is just 50 };ards from its original
location. Mr. Creelman was a local
businessman whose family still
operates the Brookfield Lumber
Company. The park was created in
1984 by the Brookfield Men’s Club to
honour Mr. Creelman for his support
of the community.

This local initiative to save the
station began in 1997, when CN
announced they no longer had a use
for the building. Just three years later,
thanks to the society, and support
from local individuals and busi-
nesses, the building has been moved,
a new roof put on, and the exterior
and interior refinished to reflect the
atmosphere of the original station.

The museum is now open for
functions and was part of the annual
July “Coming Home to Brookfield”
activities. In June, it was a stopping
point for the Trans-Canada Trail
Walk, and it was also the focal point
for Canada Day activities.

During the summer, Brookfield
Ice Cream was sold on Saturdays as a
fund raiser. Future plans include
enhancing the park grounds and
providing parking facilities. Also
planned are shelves and cabinets to

Above: July 1, 2000, Ex-
railway Brookfielders (I to r):
Danny MacDonald,
maintenance, Ed. Harvey,
conductor, Don Locke,
stationmaster, Vic Burroughs,
engineer. Right: the station.
house a permanent exhibi-
tion of the railroad memora-
bilia, and a canteen to
provide much-needed
financial support. The intent is to
make the museum available to the
public on a regular basis some time in
the future.

The original CN station was built
to support the N.S. Railroad, with the
Halifax to Truro portion completed in
1858. In 1938, the present station was
built to replace the earlier one, where
the Stationmaster and his family had
lived. Many Brookfielders can recall
travelling by train to Truro to attend
school. From the 1930s through the

1950s, the station was a focal point for
shipping into the Stewiacke Valley.
After the 1950s, the building was
declared obsolete, as the train no
longer stopped in Brookfield, and it
was used for storage until 1997, when
CN decided it was no longer needed.

Readers wishing to provide support
(time, information, $), or to donate
railroad-related items, are invited to
contact the Society through Gordon
Burnett, (902) 673-3334.




Heritage Canada Foundation
Brenda Shannon, the Nova Scotia
Governor for the Heritage Canada
Foundation, gives us a regular update on
the concerns she is dealing with.

Given the rapid decline of the stock
of heritage buildings in Canada, and
the indifference or outright hostility
towards them displayed by some of
those in positions to do much to
influence change, the theme of this
year’s Heritage Canada’s annual
meeting “Towards a National Trust”,
might be considered a myopic
exercise by the cynical or as
anticipatory brilliance by the
optimists. And we already know that
to be a heritage supporter you have
to be an optimist!

The conference, being held in
Calgary September 14-16, will
address questions such as:

¢ Is Canada ready for a national
heritage trust?

¢ What tools are needed to
encourage donation, education,
and wider public and private
participation?

* What kind of made-in-Canada
model could we build?

* What should the role of Heritage
Canada Foundation be?

The remarks of the keynote speaker,

the CEO of the Australian Council of

National Trusts, will be of great

interest because Australia has already

dealt with many of these questions.
Conference speakers will address

the stewardship of our built heritage,

both public and

private, inclu-

Left: The Yukon
Hotel, 1898, the
first building
restored by
Heritage Canada,
acted as a catalyst
for further
involvement by
Parks Canada. It is
still in use as an
hotel annex. St.
Paul’s Anglican
Church next door
was built in 1902.

ding the present pattern of heritage
funding from all levels of
government; review present
legislation which, evolving as it has
over twenty five years, is a
patchwork of things that work and
others that clearly don't.

There will be discussions on how
to involve an informed and
supportive public, with access to up-
to-date technical information and
advice, the current state of private
and corporate philanthropy and the
development of effective strategies,
nationally and locally, to encourage
support for conservation.

Altogether a challenging agenda
and one which, it is anticipated, will
lead to a much clearer picture of
where we stand and what are the
realistic possibilities for moving
forward.

The June meeting of the Heritage
Canada board, held in Dawson City
in the Yukon, was a wonderful
opportunity to see the strong
involvement of the federal
government, through Parks Canada,
in the conservation of our built
heritage.

We enjoyed seeing many
buildings, including the 1901 Post
Office, the 1899 Palace Grand
Theatre—a turn-of-the-century
magnet for entertainment-starved
miners—and the Commissioner’s
Residence. Altogether a positive use
of our tax dollars and an impressive
example of the cultural and economic
value and importance of our built
heritage.

Letter to the Editor

Dear Anne,
The Griffin declared in the past issue
that the Public Archives of Nova
Scotia had changed its name. This is
just not so. While the bureaucrats
have messed about with their
bureaucratic structures, and have
created the “Nova Scotia Archives
and Records Management” as a new
bureaucratic level of the “Public
Archives of Nova Scotia” (PANS),
PANS still exists, both enshrined in
the official Nova Scotia legislation
and in the physical fact of the
structure at 6016 University Avenue.
Now if you want to buy into the
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new “site” jargon of the government
bureaucrats (e.g. Victoria General
Site, New Infirmary Site), then one
can refer to the Public Archives of
Nova Scotia ‘Site’, but let’s be clear
when Heritage Trust holds a meeting
or display at 6016 University
Avenue—look at the wall as you
enter—it is the “Public Archives of
Nova Scotia.”

And that is an important name to
retain and remember for all of us.
Not only has it got long and
honourable history and heritage, but
it says something to both us and to
the bureaucrats who might consier

putting it through an incompre-
hensible and unnecessary trans-
mogrification. It's a PUBLIC
Archives of Nova Scotia, and as such
it should be available to the public as
much as possible, and it should be
responsive to the public. It should
not become a petty fiefdom of
bureaucrats who have been allowed
to forget the public and the public
function of a “Public Archives of
Nova Scotia.”

Regards,

Alan Ruffman

The Griffin - Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia


















