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Trust helps helps move
Great Village outhouse

This article contributed by Ann Marie
Duggan, architect and board member of
the Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia and
The Elizabeth Bishop Society of Nova
Scotia

Yes, you've read correctly ! The
outhouse which once belonged to the
Great Village School in Great Village,
N.S., has been moved to the property
of the Bulmer-Bowers-Tingley
residence, thus saving it from a
doubtful future.

Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia has
donated $200 towards the expense of
moving and upgrading this unique
and significant structure.

Great Village School, opened in
1904, is now a provincially registered
heritage property. Its outhouse was
positioned to the left of the school as
one views it from the main road and
sat there until sometime in the 60s.
When the school received plumbing,
the outhouse was moved to the
Mahon cemetery on the other side of
the village. Until recently, it was used
to store landscaping equipment.

This year, the cemetery
committee decided that the “shed”
needed a fair amount of upgrading
and perhaps it was time to replace it.
The outhouse was offered to a new
owner, provided that they would
move it to a new site.

Well, through the grapevine,
Paul Tingley, resident of Great
Village, heard of the offer. He had
been contemplating building a shed
to store equipment for his expanding
garden but was concerned that it be
in keeping with his house. Paul lives
in no ordinary house. He is the proud

Great Village School outhouse, before the move. The centre door on the right was added

while it did shed duty.

owner of the house where the
renowned poet and writer Elizabeth
Bishop (1911-1979) lived for a time as
a child. She later visited her maternal
grandparents there many times.

The house is a provincially
registered heritage property. Its style
is Classical Revival, in vernacular
form. The main building is a
rectangular, gable-roofed structure
though it has become more complex
as a result of extensions, porches, and
dormers. It is clad in white clapboard
and has a tin shingled roof.

The village and the house are
featured in many of Bishop’s writings
and every year Bishop scholars from
all over the world make pilgrimages
to see them. Paul knew he couldn’t
put just any shed in his garden. He
thought the outhouse, with its
historical significance, would be a
fitting complement to the house.

And so, in September, the
outhouse was moved on a low
flatbed truck to Paul’s garden, where
he had prepared a special spot.

The wooden structure has
exterior dimensions of 11 ft. x 17ft. At
one time, it was divided into three
sections: one for boys, one for girls,
and one for teachers. The boys” and
girls” sections were further sub-
divided into big boys/little boys and
big girls/little girls. These divisions
account for its three doors and six
windows. Some members of the
Great Village Historical Society and
the Elizabeth Bishop Society of Nova
Scotia remember two holes for the
teachers, five for the girls, and five for
the boys plus a sort of galvanized
urinal. (No one would admit to being
in both sides!) It sat up on a
foundation and had a clean-out tray
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