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The Runciman House

This article
contributed by Brenda
Shannon, Nova Scotia
Governor for the
Heritage Canada
Foundation.

In the early 1800s an ambitious young
Scot, George Runciman, arrived in the
prosperous lumber and shipbuilding
centre bf Annapolis Royal where he
established a very successful dry goods
business. In time he and his wife
sought a fine home in which to raise

their family. They found it on Upper St.

George Street not far from his
downtown business.

The house had been builtin 1817
for the Reverend John Milledge, an

Anglican rector. Its purchase in 1822 by

the Runcimans started a remarkable
six-generation ownership which only
ended in 1977 when the family sold the
house to the Heritage Canada
Foundation.

Of Regency design, it is set well
back from the street and stands in two
acres of grounds. It is one-and-a-half
storeys high, of wood clapboard with a
stone and brick foundation. It was
known to the family as Girvan Bank
after a favourite place in Scotland.

Perhaps because of the long
occupation by one family, there have
been few architectural additions or
deletions except for the inclusion of
upper and lower bathrooms. The
spacious rooms still appear much as
they would have done to the young
Runcimans in 1822, with nine-foot
ceilings, a plaster cornice around the
downstairs ceilings, eight fireplaces
with Adam mantels, windows with

The Runciman House in Annapolis Royal; photo by Alvin Comiter

original bevelled and pitted glass, an
enclosed winding staircase, floors of

original wide board, and “Christian”

doors designed with a cross and their
original brass hardware.

When the Heritage Canada
Foundation was invited to participate
in the revitalisation scheme for
Annapolis Royal in the mid 1970s, it
bought, renovated and recycled the
Queen Anne Annex and the Farmer’s
Hotel. The Runciman House was also
acquired and operated for a whileas a
museum showing some of the many
artifacts and furnishings shipped to the
New World by its prosperous owner.

More recently the house has been
rented, and this summer I had the
opportunity to be shown the property
by the present tenant, who cares for it
lovingly. From time to time she visits
with the last family member to live in

the house and has borrowed the family
photo album and made copies of those
pictures showing the house and
grounds. A sturdy fern, shown inan
early snapshot, is still flourishing in
one of the living rooms. Atone time
there was a beautiful rose garden
modelled on one visited by a family
member while in England.

After lightning hit the house some
years ago, firemen discovered on the
upper floor a ‘secret’ room long
forgotten by the family!

The house with its elegant but
comfortable rooms is still a warm and
inviting home and an integral part of
the built heritage of Annapolis Royal
and the province.

The Runciman house is one of four
properties owned by the Heritage
Canada Foundation.



which needs some repair butis in great
shape compared to the examples just
cited. A number of qualified engineers
and architects have spoken publicly on
behalf of The Heritage Trust of Nova
Scotia that the Garden Crest would be a
good candidate for repair and
restoration. In fact, if the Garden Crest
apartments were restored to their
original two-storey suites they could be
spectacular. Such a restoration would
enhance the reputation of any
developer who had the vision to
undertake it.

The Trustsupports new
development, but we do not wish to see
it occur at the expense of heritage
buildings. Michael Tippin, a Toronto-
based developer, has turned under-
utilized and often threatened historic
landmarks into profitable investments.
He has invested about $20 million in
eight heritage properties which today
have an aggregate market value of
mote than $27 million. In the recent
issue of Heritage, the magazine of the
Heritage Canada Foundation, he
maintains that the reason most
developers demolish perfectly good
heritage buildings is because they lack
the skills necessary to solve the
preservation problem. He claims that
there is always a way to retain or
restore all or most of a heritage
building at a cost less than replacing
the entire building. All of his projects
to date have been profitable. Heritage
Canada reports that over the last 30
years we have lost 23% of our early
buildings in urban areas and 21% of
stock in rural regions. Recent surveys
of the public by Heritage Canada show
that, of those surveyed, 90% believe
that heritage conservation is important.
The number of early buildings which
still exist throughout Nova Scotia
provide distinctiveness and character
to our cities, towns and rural
communities. Most of these properties
were beautifully crafted and contain
elegance and scale unmatched by any
modern edifices. Once these heritage
buildings are demolished, they are gone
for all time. We hope this will not be
the fate of the Garden Crest
apartments. We will continue to
advocate the retention of the entire
Garden Crestapartments. Saving
anything less would be a travesty.
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Anne West has
decided it's time to
retire from her
positions of editor
and graphic
designer of The
Griffin. We have
been fearful of this
day foralong time.
Of course this didn’t mean we were
prepared for the decision when it came.
Anne has been creating and improving
this newsletter with the help of Doris
Butters and Pat Lotz for seven years.
Anne’s skills in desktop publishing and
graphic design have enabled her to
bring The Griffin into the modern age
with more graphic images and better
quality reproduction than was ever
possible before she took iton. And for
most of those seven years, Anne was
spending an extraordinary amount of
time leading the spectacularly
successful fund raising effort required
to rebuild St. George’s Church after the
fire in June 1994. For this effort she
was presented with the Gabrielle Léger
Award for exemplary lifetime
achievement in the preservation of
heritage in Canada by the Heritage
Canada Foundation. She also deserves
amedal for her Griffin.

In her retirement Anne will be just
as busy as before serving on the Board
of the Dartmouth Heritage Musuem and
finally taking that course in the classics.
Thanks foritall, Anne.

Anne on the job

“Temps’ Fill in

The nominating committee
consisting of Nancy O'Brien, Joan
Dawson and John Lazier (chair) are

Anne West ‘Retires’

hoping to find someone to replace
Anne. While this search is underway
we have taken on the job of keeping
The Griffin going. You will notice this
issue is not as large as the ones Anne
regularly produced. You may also find
some indications that our skills in
desktop publishing and graphic design
are not yetup to Anne’s. We hope you
will enjoy the issue and send us your
ideas, suggestions and offers of help -
thank you.
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Giant Yard Sale
9 am, Saturday, June 9

We shall be receiving goods at the
church from 2 to 4 p.m., Monday to
Friday, May 7 onwards. All
contributions gratefully received.
Information: 423-8733

The Griffin

A quarterly newsletter published by
Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia.
Deadline for the nextissue:

May 1, 2001

Please send submissions to:

Doris Butters, Apt. 2211,

1333 South Park Street, ‘
Halifax, N.S., B3H 2K9, or to the ‘
Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia,
P.O.Box 36111, Spring Garden RPO
Halifax, N.S., B3] 359

Tel: (902) 423-4807,

e-mail material to

heritage trust@ns.sympatico.ca

or to John Lazier
jlazier@hfx.andara.com

Correction
The joint authors of ‘A Phoenix
Rising from the Ashes’ (December
2000), about the Nova Scotia tree-
ring project and St.George’s Church,
were Alan Ruffman, Erik Neilsen,
and Scott St.George.

The caption with the illustration
(photo by Gary Castle) of a large
polished ‘cookie’ from St.George's,
showing its four live edges, should
have stated that the sample was
kindly provided by G.Keith Hare,
one of the carpenters who worked on

St.George’s restoration.
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pulling out of the area and rumour has
it that the bank may donate the house
and land to the local community, which
is anxious to set up a much-needed
Interpretive Centre

Truro’s Architectural Exhibition
by Jan Zann

An exhibition, “Celebrating Truro’s
Victorian Heritage, “ opened on January
17th at the Colchester Historical
Museum on Young Street in Truro. With
over 75 people in attendance, Meredyth
Rochman delivered an interesting
address on Victorian Interiors.
Meredyth was of great assistance to the
local Heritage Protection Society in
actually creating a Victorian Parlour as
part of the Exhibit, providing the
appropriate wallpaper and curtain
fixtures, etc. The display attempts to
educate the public, and school children
in particular, about the architectural
styles predominant in Truro as well as
common architectural terms.
Photographs of homes of a wide variety
of styles age on display. Worksheets are
provided for glder students and
building blocks (similar to the Froebel
Gifts which apparently motivated Frank
Lloyd Wright) for the younger children.
An excellent model of the old
Intercolonial Railway Station
(demolished in the 70s) is also on
display. The Exhibit continues until
April 21. The Museum is open from 10
amtill2p.m.and 2 p.m. till 5 p.m.
Tuesday to Friday, and Saturday
afternoons 2 p.m. till 5 p.m. Admission
is $2~ schoolchildren free.

Hal Forbes will give the address on
February 28 at 7.30 p.m. at the Museum.
He will be describing how he is able to
reproduce many architectural details on
a home which have been destroyed or
which are in need of repair. Hal is the
“gingerbread” expert, among his many
skills. Allen Penney, architectand
author, will speak on “The Legacy of
Truro’s Heritage” on March 22.

The Society for the Protection of
Truro Heritage Properties, the Truro
Heritage Advisory Committee, and the
Nova Scotia Department of Tourism and
Culture are the sponsors of the Exhibit
which, it is believed, will encourage a
greater appreciation of the town’s built
heritage.
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A New Venture for Halifax

Trust members have noticed some
recent advertisements offering lectures
by ‘Heritage College’. This isan
interesting retirement project of Brian
MacDonald and Peter McCurdy. The
first series, which was oversubscribed,
was Landscape Design by renowned
Halifax gardener, Jill Cooper-
Robinson. Now underway is The
History of Halifax by long-time Trust
member, Blair Beed. Intended ‘class’
size is 12-15 people. The courses,
weekly for six weeks, from 9:30-11:30
a.m., are reasonably priced at $135 for
the series, and take place at the old St.
Andrew’s School site on Bayers Road
in Halifax. Further information, 876
1031 or dbmacdon@is.dal.ca.

A Royal Patron for
the Heritage Trust

The Lieutenant Governor of Nova
Scotia, the Honorable Myra Freeman,
has graciously consented to be a patron
of the Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia.

Nova Scotians and especially
members of Heritage Trust are
fortunate to have her as our Lieutenant
Governor and patron. During a recent
address to Heritage Trust members at
Government House the Lieutenant
Governor highlighted her strong
interest in heritage and her desire to
raise awareness of our province’s
heritage and its profound importance in
our daily lives.

Nova Scotia Lighthouse Preservation Society
Abstracted from The Lightkeeper by Doris Butters

To conserve and maintain at leasta
little of Nova Scotia’s maritime built
heritage, strenuous efforts are being
made by small groups around the
province to fund, restore and utilize
local light stations, Included to date
are Chebucto Head, Seal Island,
Burntcoat Head, Cape Forchu, Port
Bickerton, Walton and Queensport
Light onrook Island. Sadly, many
others are on the ‘Doomsday List'.

Light stations are fast becoming a
summer attraction to tourists: Port
Bickerton reported 5000 visitors in
2000 while 12,000 signed the guest
book at Walton Light, where a coin-
operated telescope offers stupendous
views of Cape Blomidon, Cape Split
and the Parrsboro shore. Lighthouses
are proving of, more interest than
merely as look-off spots of Nova
Scotia’s rugged coastline. They can
become interpretive centres of local
marine history, museums, tearooms,
art/crafts studios, or exhibition areas -
one or two have even become homes.
The surrounding sites are often
suitable to turn into a small park, a
playground, or a picnic area.

But more is needed to save
maritime heritage atrisk. To this end
the board of the NSLPS is lobbying
hard to get government to pass
Lighthouse Preservation Legislation. A

motion on behalf of NSLPS sent to the
Heritage Canada Foundation annual
meeting in Calgary was passed
unanimously. The Foundation is one of
the intervenors in the Senate
Committee Hearings on the bill. David
Curry and Dan Conlin also made
submissions to the committee on behalf
of NSLPS.

During the Federal election the
three opposition parties pledged to
support the Lighthouse Protection Act
expected to be re-introduced in the
Senate this session. Although the
Liberals avoided taking a position
either for or against the Act, they
supported the Coast Guard Alternative
Use program, saying “ A new Liberal
government will continue to support
this program as itencourages
lighthouses to remain as cultural
symbols, while possible, generating
economic growth”, and expressed a sort
of support for bending the rules. “The
Federal Government, when possible,
has relaxed the regulations and policies
on the disposal of federal property ...”

For more details contact David
Curry or members of the Lighthouse
Protection Act Committee on NSLPS
website:
http:/ /www.ednet.ns.ca/educ/
heritage/nslps
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