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In 1990, G. F. Duffus & Company Ltd.
were engaged by the Province of Nova
Scotia to undertake the restoration of
the exterior fabric of Government
House.

The foundations for Government
House had been laid in 1799, and
althdugh it was not completed until
1808, Goyernor Wentworth occupied
the building in 1805. The building had
fallen into cénsiderable disrepair on the
exterior by the time Duffus &Co. were
engaged, having seen very little
exterior maintenance over the years. In
making all conservation decisions
throughout the project, we attempted to
be true to International Conservation
Standards and the Venice Charter,and
concentrated on minimal intervention
and preservation of original fabric. A
report of the exterior survey of the
building’s current condition was
submitted and included
recommendations, abudgetand a
schedule for the proposed work. This
was followed by the preparation of
contract documents. Unfortunately,
government cutbacks resulted in the
project being put on hold in April 1991.

In1993, the severe deterioration of
the moat walls and our concern about
overstress in the heavy timber roof
framing and some chimneys resulted in
the installation of temporary shoring in
the moat to prevent collapse. Contract
documents were then prepared for
tender containing both construction
cost estimates and a hefty contingency
to cover uncertainty in the unit rate
quantities; the contract was tendered in
1995. In the meantime, together with
Department carpenters assigned to us

and our structural engineers, we
reinforced the roof framing by adding
heavy timber posts and plywood gusset
plates at weak joints and connections.
We replaced rotted components in two
trusses, which were embedded in the
masonry and had deteriorated seriously
due to water penetration. Making use
of Parks Canada guidelines obtained
from Mr. Bill Hockey, we developed
similar details for the repairs, all in
accordance with good conservation
principles. Repairs involved cutting out
the masonry surrounding the bearing
ends of the two trusses, cutting out all
rot, rebuilding with steel plates and
new wood material for one and steel
channels over new wood on the other,
all bolted together. Impel Rods were
inserted to protect the old wood from
future deterioration; both the top and
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bottom chord of these old trusses were
damaged. Upon completion, the
masonry walls were left open to allow
air circulation. These repairs can easily
be understood in context to the original
detail, as no attempt was made to copy
or conceal the detail in the repair.
Finally, we had a hollow tube steel
section inserted and grouted into one
flue of each overstressed chimney to
ensure their stability until full chimney
repairs could be undertaken in the
future.

In 1995 bids were received for the
moat and walls, and work began. The
project went very well; nevertheless,
two years had elapsed since the
original estimate was made and greater
amounts of backing stone were

continued on Page 4



Stepping Back in Time: Reconstructing Built Heritage

2. The Fortress of LOLliSbOUI‘g by Joan Dawson

Recent articles in the press and on
television about the deterioration of the
buildings at Louisbourg remind us that
reconstructed buildings are no less
subject to the onslaughts of the Nova
Scotia climate than were the originals.
As we know, the problem of
maintaining the original fortress was
solved definitively after the British
captured it for the second time in 1758.
They decided to destroy it completely
so thatit should never again pose a
threat to their security. Much of the
building stone was carried away and
reused as far away as Halifax, and the
timbers were used for construction or
firewood. In 1805 the Rev. John Inglis
observed that “a more complete
destruction of buildings can scarcely be
imagined. Allare reduced to confused
heags' of stone after all the wood, and
all that was combustible was either
burnt or darried away.” Sketches made
by John Elligst Woolford in 1818 show a
few remaining arches of the King’s
Bastion and a small amount of other
massive stonework which had not
fallen prey to the requirements of
builders elsewhere in the province.

The nineteenth century’s love for
romantic ruins meant that this scene of
“melancholy desolation” attracted
visitors, but the site was still privately
owned, being divided up into more
than twenty lots, with houses, fish
flakes and grazing animals interspersed
among the ruins. No attempt was made
to preserve the ruins, and it was not
until 1895 that any form of
commemoration was attempted. In that
year a memorial was erected, not
without some controversy, by an
American group in honour of the 150™
anniversary of the New Englanders’
taking of the fortress.

It was not until 1902, when Senator
Pascal Poirier unsuccessfully urged the
Canadian Government to acquire the
land as a public park, that any thought
was given to protecting the Louisbourg
site. This was followed by the purchase
of part of the site by Captain J.D.
Kennelly, who attempted to raise funds
for its preservation, and himself took
steps to stabilize some of the ruins. On
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his death in 1907 the property was left
in trust to some provincial officials, but
with insufficient funding to allow
further progress and the land remained

erection of four cairns with bilingual
plaques. 1928 saw a federal
appropriation of funding for further
land acquisition and the designation of

part of his estate until 1924.

Beginning in 1908, J.S. McLennan
(later Senator) and others urged the
Federal Government to acquire the
property. The first thought of
reconstruction came from McLennan,
who suggested rebuilding the
Intendant’s house to serve as a museum
and marking the streets and other
features.

With the creation of the Historic
Sites and Monuments Board of Canada
in 1919, interest in the site was
renewed and the initial purchase of two
lots was made by the Parks Branch of
the Federal Government. In 1923, two
maritime members of the HSMBC
visited Louisbourg and proposed that
the government acquire the entire
historic site, remove recent buildings
and fences and mark the original
streets and principal buildings. The
overall plan was rejected by the Parks
Branch as too expensive, but land
purchase continued, and by 1924 about
70 acres (one fifth of the entire site)
was in government hands. Two years
later Louisbourg was officially
recognised as an historic place with the
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Louisbourg as a National Historic Site.

A 1930 plan to reconstruct selected
areas of the site, to collect and display
artifacts and to establish research
facilities in a museum was accepted in
principle by the Parks Branch. Funding
remained a problem, but a series of
summer programmes over the next
decade included the preservation of the
casemates of the King’s Bastion, the
excavation of selected sites and the
partial reconstruction of the walls of
some of the buildings. The permanent
museum was completed in 1936.
Caretaking, maintenance and summer
projects provided employment for local
residents. In 1940 more land was
acquired, and the site became known as
the Fortress of Louisbourg National
Historic Park.

The Federal Government’s project
to reconstruct the fortress and part of
the town of Louisbourg as we see it
today was begun in the 1960s, in part
as a measure to counteract the
unemployment brought about by the
closure of mines in the area. Justice
.C. Rand’s Report of the Royal
Commission of Coal, established to
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