


the special colours, texture and
shape, but the U.S. search pro-
duced several prospective suppli-
ers. Finally, boxes of sample
bricks began to arrive from far-
flung places like Pennsylvania,
Iowa and Nebraska.

On a snowy Sunday in Janu-
ary a box of sample bricks from
Nebraska was tested. As frozen
fingers held each of the four
different golden and coppery
sample bricks up to the similar
shades on the south side of the
church, the “winners” were at last
declared! But Phil’s job was not
yet over; he still had many miles
to go. Numerous inquiries were
made to ensure that the Nebraska
firm, Endicott Clay Products, was
entirely reputable. Fortunately,
all indications were positive.
Endicott is one of the four largest
brick companies in the U.S. and
regularly supplies bricks all over
thé U.S., including New England
states like Massachusetts and
Maine. Endicott has also supplied
bricks to'_Ontario for the construc-
tion of Buildings at Carleton
University in Ottawa and the
Yorkdale Mall in Toronto.

Before the bricks were actu-
ally ordered in early March, there
was a flurry of activity, visiting
and revisiting the church, and
poring over coloured photos to
determine an accurate count for
each individual colour - from
“Coppertone” to “Desert
Ironspot” (Light and Dark) to
“Medium Ironspot”. Another
flurry of activity occurred over
the shipping arrangements. In-
stead of agreeing to use the U.S.
firm that usually hauls Endicott
bricks to Boston, Phil phoned
local companies and found one
based in Woodstock, N.B., and
Truro, N.S., that could do the job
at a cheaper rate.

Things then moved swiftly
forward. Phone calls back and
forth to Endicott finalized the
exact day the bricks would be
stacked onto palettes and shrink-
wrapped for the journey east. The
pick-up time was pinpointed. As
the congregation waited for the
precious shipment, tracking its
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progress north to Toronto then
east to Nova Scotia, with stops in
New Glasgow and Cape Breton,
the arrival was being planned. As
there wasn’t enough land beside
the church to store the nine one-
ton stacks, Property Committee
Chair, Craig MacDonald, offered
to accept the delivery at his
company yard in Bayers Lake
Industrial Park.

The journey concluded with
an exciting flourish. On the grey,
chilly afternoon of March 19.
Craig was on hand when the
gargantuan boom truck arrived to
hoist the loads, and he helped
strap each stack for its precarious
air-borne trip to the ground. The
driver, Leonard Pelley, told
stories of how he had driven his
heavy load past the corner of
Queen and Tobin streets to see the
historic church and had then
taken the bricks home with him to
St. Peter’s, Cape Breton, for safe-
keeping over the weekend. Phil
checked each stack as it “landed”
on terra firma and signed all the
driver’s documents. After waving
to the departing boom truck, the
three men were so happy-go-
lucky that Leonard drove his big
empty rig off the site without
getting his cheque! When he
remembered a few yards up the
road, he stopped and hailed Phil’s
car. The momentous deal was
finally settled amid chuckles on
the shoulder of the road!

The scaffolding began to rise
up on June 4, and the steeple is
now fully bandaged for its sur-
gery. The operation is tricky and
further challenges lie ahead on
the road to restoration, but the
first challenge of finding the
special bricks has been met. Stay
tuned!

The Griffin needs a Chair!

This issue of The Griffin and those
in March and June have been
published by a special committee
consisting of the Nominating
Committee plus two other
volunteers. During this time we
have been trying to find someone
willing to be the chairperson of
this ‘Griffin’ committee but
without success. We need your
help to fill this position. Please, if
you are interested or if you know
of someone who might be, please
get in touch with John Lazier, tel:
429-5063 or email,
jlazier@hfx.andara.com.

The present ‘Griffin’ Chair
will not be able to continue past
the end of the year.

The Griffin

A quarterly newsletter published by

Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia.

Deadline for the next issue:
November 1, 2001

Please send submissions to the

Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia,

P.O. Box 36111, Spring Garden RPO,

Halifax, NS B3] 359

Tel: (902) 423-4807;

e-mail material to

heritage.trust@ns.sympatico.ca

or to John Lazier at

jlazier@hfx.andara.com

The Griffin - Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia









July 1859 for the sum of two
thousand, five hundred and fifty
pounds. Mr. Stairs and his wife,
Susan Morrow, moved into the
house in September of 1859. Six
of their thirteen children were
born there. In August 1861 three
large dormers were added to the
chambers upstairs, giving addi-
tional light to the bedroom floor.
In the summer of 1863 he altered
the rear of the house by adding a
large addition costing some
fifteen hundred pounds. The
original house’s roof line at the
rear was altered to a mansard
style some time between 1889 and
1892. Mr. and Mrs. Stairs cel-
ebrated their Diamond Anniver-
sary there in 1905 and both died
in residence in"1906. In that same
year the house became the resi-
dence of the Honourable Judge
Arthur Drysdale whose daughter
Katherine married Cyril W. Stairs,
a grandson of William ]J. Justice
Drysdale, who also passed away
andwas buried from the house in
1922. The house remained vacant
for severdl-years before being
converted into apartments in 1927
by Samuel Frame. For the period
following 1927, I have been
unable to date the alterations and
changes made to the house, even
after consulting building inspec-
tion permits. It was during either
Mr. Frame’s ownership or that of
Mr. Chuck Lee that the porch on
the east side of the house was
enclosed, a small brick addition
added, and the roof line of the
1863 addition altered from a
three-and-a-half-storey truncated
roof to a four-flat roof, giving an
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additional storey of rentable
space. From 1949 until 1961, the
property was owned by Mr. Lee;
it was later purchased by the
Spatz family, who still own the
property. Until the 1980’s, the

her hotel “Hillside Hall”. It
contained 60 rooms besides la-
dies’ and gentlemen’s parlours,
private drawing rooms, dining
room, etc. The hotel was acquired
by Mr. John Barnes in 1900. By
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Hillside and the Hive: Back

original one-and-a-half-storey
carriage house located at the rear
of the structure was unchanged; it
was then converted into a three-
storey apartment building.

The “Homestead” or “Hillside
Hall”, 5251 South Street, was
purchased by merchant Thomas
C. Kinnear from Mary Ann,
widow of Richard John Uniacke,
Jr., in 1854 for one thousand,
seven hundred and ninety
pounds. Mr. Kinnear, his wife,
the former Sarah Ann Richardson,
and their nine children resided
here. Mrs Kinnear died here in
1867. The brick nogged, fifty-feet
square, nineteen-room house with
coach house and stables was
placed on the market in 1870 and
purchased by Sir William Young
for $22,800.00. After his death in
1887, the house was sold for a
mere $6,600.00. Purchased by
Mrs. Jerusha Tupper, she added a
four-storey, seventy-foot addition
to the rear. Mrs. Tupper called

1906, beside the main building,
there was Hillside Annex at 33

South Street and Hillside Hall
annex at 30 South. These build-
ings were replaced with the
“Alexandra” Apartments at 30
South Street and the “Hillcrest” at
33. Mr. Barnes sold his interest to
the Hillside Hall Limited in 1910,
and John L. Alexander became the
manager. In 1914, he was re-
placed by Mr. Frank G. Eaton,
who managed the hotel until
1940. It was then purchased by
the military who used the build-
ing as a barracks, nursing resi-
dence and apartments. It was
purchased in the early 1950’s by
the Pascal Real Estate Company
who sold it in 1998 to Rockstone
Investments. At some point in the
last forty years the house was
modernized with the addition of
picture windows and a modern
shingling treatment. Unfortu-
nately, I have not been able to
date these changes.
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Annual Reports

The President’s Review of Activities and Accomplishments during 2000-2001

The President, Peter Delefes

My first task was to attend an
HRM City Council Meeting to
mount a last-ditch effort to save
the Starr Manufacturing Building
in Dartmouth. Regrettably, the
building was torn down last
summer, so my start as president
was igauspicious.

Brenda Shannon, Michele
Raymond and I attended the
Heritage Canada Conference in
Calgary in October. Anne West
who was in attendance was
awarded the Gabrielle Léger
Award for her outstanding work
in helping to restore St. George’s
Round Church. The theme of the
conference was “Building a Na-
tional Heritage Trust in Canada”.

During the year we have
worked with the Brunswick Street
Heritage Area residents’ associa-
tion to ensure that development
on the Alexandra site (bordered
by Brunswick, Cornwallis and
Maitland Streets by St. Georges
Round Church) is done in full
conformity with the Brunswick
Comprehensive Development
Policy. The residents in this area
were participants in the planning
process for the Development
policy, and our contact person is
Mia Rankin, a Heritage Trust
Board member and a member of
the Brunswick Street Residents’
Association. There have been a
number of proposals for develop-
ment in the area which have been
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unsympathetic to the heritage
nature of the district.

On behalf of the Trust, Betty
and Phil Pacey, John Lazier and I
attended meetings of the Heritage
Advisory Committee of the HRM.
This is the body which oversees
changes to municipally registered
heritage buildings in the HRM.
We consider it a very important
committee. Our first concern was
the proposed changes to the
Maitland Terrace houses on the
corner of Portland and Maitland
Sts. in Halifax. This Scottish
Georgian-style terrace building is
particular to Halifax and not
found in other Canadian cities.
We urged the HRM to ensure that
the unique Georgian features of
the building were not lost or
erroneously reworked in pro-
posed renovations. During the
course of this exercise it became
apparent that members of the
Heritage Planning staff were
unilaterally agreeing to changes
to heritage buildings without
referring them to the HAC itself.
We pointed out that this policy
contravened the Heritage Prop-
erty Act, which states that all
requests for alterations to munici-
pally registered buildings must be
referred to the Heritage Advisory
Committee. We received legal
advice on this matter and submit-
ted letters to members of HRM
Council and the Heritage Advi-
sory Committee. This matter is
still under consideration by the
HRM.

Blackadar/Hugo Cottage: we
again considered acquiring the
Blackadar Cottage which we
sought to purchase two years ago
when we lost out to developer
Walker Drolet, who moved it
from Brunswick Street to
Barrington Street to make way for
the bridge ramp for the
MacDonald Bridge. The building
is now for sale by the HRM.

Some believe that Adele Hugo
lived in this 1826 house for a
period. It is one of four such
cottages located in the Brunswick
Street area. We examined the
building and decided there was so
little left of the original structure
that the cost of purchasing the
building and restoring it would
be financially prohibitive.

Through our Communities
Committee and its chair, Jan
Zann, the Trust has taken an
interest in various projects in
other parts of the province. These
include the Waterford Baptist
Church in Digby County,
Brookfield House in Brookfield,
the Truro Immanuel Baptist
Church, and the Brookfield Rail-
way Station Museum. On behalf
of the Trust I would like to con-
gratulate Jan Zann and her com-
munity who have worked dili-
gently over the last eight years to
establish three heritage districts
in Truro that were officially
opened on June 9.

In March of this year, Lieuten-
ant-Governor Myra Freeman
kindly accepted our offer to be
the official patron of the Heritage
Trust of Nova Scotia. We look
forward to working with Her
Excellency during her term in
office.

Considerable effort has gone
into trying to keep the Garden
Crest apartments from being
demolished, an issue with which
the Trust has been involved for
over a decade. We have sought
legal advice, petitioned the Herit-
age Advisory Committee and
have met with the Mayor and City
staff. We have also had private
meetings with the developer, with
whom we are still negotiating to
save as much of the building as
possible.

We are not always concerned
with stately historic buildings. We
made a financial contribution to
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