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St. John’s Anglican Church, Lunenburg

The following letter was sent by Heritage Trust

Mr. Andrew Eisenhauer
Property Committee Chairman
St. John’s Anglican Church

Deay Mr. Eisenhauer,

Members of the Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia were
deeply saddened to learn of the recent fire which
caus.‘ed'ext_ensive damage to St. John’s Anglican
Church in’Lunenburg. I visited the site with my wife
last week to view the extent of the damage and was
pleased to learn that all bulldozing and cleaning up
of debris has been stopped until the situation can be
assessed and a plan of action for salvaging and
cataloguing undertaken.

It is the hope of the Heritage Trust of Nova
Scotia that, in time, St. John’s Church will be re-
stored using as much of the original fabric of the
building as possible. As you are aware, St. John's
Anglican Church is considered by many to be the
centrepiece of the town of Lunenburg, a World
Heritage Site. The early history of Lunenburg is
closely associated with St. John’s Church which
mirrors the decorative, architectural evolution of the
town. Thus, it is crucial that the church be restored,
as much as possible, to its original condition using
every shred of the existing building materials.

My purpose in writing you, as Chairman of the
Property Committee, on behalf of the Trust is to
strongly recommend that restoration architects be
called in to assist with the restoration of the church
and that every effort be made to save as much of the
original building fabric as possible. While the build-
ing did suffer extensive damage, it appears that a
considerable portion of the sides, front and back of
the building have survived, including several of the
stained glass windows, and other religious artifacts,
and the beautiful altar. For members of the Trust
and, indeed, for anyone interested in our built herit-
age, it would be terrible setback if a heritage build-
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St. John's Anglican Church, Lunenburg. Photo from
“Thy Dwellings Fair” by Duffus et al. (1982).

ing of the stature of St. John’s is not restored. It is
my understanding that a representative of the His-
toric Sites and Monuments Board of Canada has
examined the damage. Hopefully, in time, money
will be available from the Historic Sites Board for
repairs if, in fact, the historic fabric of the building is
retained and included in the restoration. We believe
that the wider heritage community throughout the
province as well as nationally and internationally,
would be pleased to donate money to the restoration
of St. John’s Church. Members of the Heritage Trust
continued on page 4
























